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Join our Growing 
Business Community

Why become a member οf the Arab-Hellenic Chamber:

NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES

Our members enjoy networking opportunities by participating in a wide range 
of events and activities:

•  Forums, Conferences
•  Workshops and Roundtables
• B2B Meetings (live and virtual)
•  Business Delegations to the Arab world
•  Exhibitions

INFORMATION

Our Chamber publishes:
~  Bimonthly Economic Bulletin exclusive for our members with upcoming events in the Arab world
~  Bimonthly Magazine with news of our members and other events and activities of our Chamber in  
 Greece and the Arab world, distributed electronically and in hard copy format to a strong database  
 of recipients in Greece and the Arab countries, to the Arab Federations and Chambers of Commerce  
 and to professional business societies
~ Directories of its Members in Greece and the Arab world

Our Chamber also provides:
~ Information on Companies in the Arab World upon request of its members
~ Statistical Information on Trade Balance between Greece and the Arab World in various sectors
~  Checking of commercial documentation related to Greek exports to the Arab world and rendering  
 services to its members by undertaking, on their behalf, the whole legalization procedure
~  Translation from/to Greek, Arabic and English and vice versa
~  Introducing of business proposals from the Arab or Greek companies looking for contacts in Greece  
 or in the Arab countries

Exposure

Our members can have exposure by appearing in our magazine, our Directories, or when they sponsor 
our events.

For further information, please visit our website at 
www.arabhellenicchamber.gr or contact us at chamber@arabgreekchamber.gr

Premium Rates in all our Events

Free Promotion and Exposure in our Publications

Invitations to Exclusive Business Events

Business Delegations to the Arab World
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Dear Reader,

As we focus our energy on the final preparations for the upcoming Maritime 
Conference in Athens, we find ourselves navigating through challenging and 
uncertain times. The escalating unrest in the Middle East is a source of deep 
concern, and the potential for further conflict weighs heavily on our minds.

Despite these difficulties, business continues, and we remain committed to 
our shared goals. We hope that, by the time this message reaches you, the 
Conference will be in full swing - bringing together Greek and Arab professionals 
for meaningful networking, discussions, and promising business meetings.

We are proud to have established the Arab-Hellenic Maritime Conference 
as a biennial event, and we are encouraged by the growing interest and 
active participation from both Greek and Arab business communities. Your 
continued engagement and support are the driving forces behind the success 
of this initiative.

As we embark on this important event, we look forward to dynamic exchanges 
and the exploration of new avenues for cooperation. The maritime and port 
sectors offer a wide range of business opportunities, and we are confident 
that today’s interactions will pave the way for future partnerships and joint 
ventures.

We are also pleased to announce the recent election of a new Board of 
Directors at the Chamber, which includes several distinguished new members 
representing prominent Greek and Arab companies. This renewed leadership 
reflects the confidence placed in our Chamber and adds to our motivation to 
fulfill our mission with renewed dedication. We are proud to work alongside 
our member companies, whose support is vital to our continued success.

Looking ahead, our next major initiative is the organization of a Greek business 
delegation to visit four Arab countries. Planning is already underway in 
coordination with our partner Federations and Chambers of Commerce in the 
region. With our extensive network and longstanding experience in organizing 
business missions, participants can expect well-structured meetings aligned 
with their industry interests and business goals. Further details will be shared 
in the coming week - stay tuned.

Mark your calendars for our flagship event, the 14th Arab-Hellenic Economic 
Forum, which will take place on 26–27 November 2025. This annual forum 
has become a cornerstone of the Greek-Arab business calendar, attracting 
high-level and diverse participation from across the Arab world and Greece. 
Over the years, it has provided Greek businesses with valuable insights and 
access to Arab markets, resulting in lasting partnerships and opportunities for 
growth.

As we approach the summer season, we would like to take this opportunity to 
wish you a restful and enjoyable holiday. We look forward to staying in touch 
and continuing our collaboration in the months ahead.
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Wednesday, 25 June, 2025

09:00	 Registration and Networking
09:45	 Opening Ceremony 
Introduction: Rashad Mabger, Secretary General, Arab – Hellenic Chamber, Greece

Welcoming Addresses:
•	 Harris Geronikolas, Chairman of BoD, Arab – Hellenic Chamber & CEO, City Unity College, 	
	 Greece
•	 Suheil Hassib Sabbagh, President, Group HR, CCC & Vice President, Arab-Hellenic Chamber, 	
	 Greece

Guests of Honor:
•	 Mouayed Saleh, Dean of the Arab Ambassadors & Ambassador of the Republic of Iraq, Greece
•	 Wissam El Idrissi, Undersecretary of the Ministry of Transportation for Diwan and Maritime 	
	 Transport Affairs, Libya
•	 Stefanos Gkikas, Deputy Minister of Maritime Affairs and Insular Policy, Greece

Egypt, Libya, Morocco, and Greece

Four Mediterranean Sea neighbours with a strategic advantage in international sea routes. The potential 
to further enhance cooperation among these countries and other Arab sea neighbours is enormous in 
the maritime industries, services, ports infrastructure, and waste management. 

10:45	  First Session: Egypt and Greece

Moderator: Prof. Sara Elgazzar, Dean of College of International Transport & Logistics, Arab Academy for 
Science, Technology & Maritime Transport and Senior Advisor Union of Arab Chambers, Egypt

“Cooperation Among 
Sea Neighbours”
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Keynote Speaker:
Admiral Osama Rabie, Chairman of the Board and Managing Director, Suez Canal Authority, Egypt
Speakers:
•	 Eng. Ahmed El Akkad, Chairman & Al Akkad Group (AKG), Egypt
•	 Kriton Katsamenis, CEO, Antipollution Egypt, Egypt
•	 Ashraf Ahmed Khalil, Chairman & CEO, EVGE Egypt Shipping Agencies and Maritime Affairs, 	
	 Egypt
•	 Leonidas Dimitriadis-Evgenidis, President & CEO, Evgenidis Group, and IMO Goodwill Maritime 	
	 Ambassador representing Greece, Greece
•	 Eng. Mohamed Sherine El Naggar, Chairman, El Naggar Group of Companies for Maritime 	
	 Transport, Egypt 

11:30	 Second Session: Libya and Greece
Moderator: Vasiliki Petidou, Project Manager, HHX.blue, Greece
Speakers:
•	 Mohammed Salim Abduljalil, President, Libyan Ports and Maritime Transport Authority, Libya
•	 Tamer Elewa, Regional Manager/North Africa, Archirodon N.V., Greece
•	 Mohamed Mustafa Lamin, Chairman of the BoD, The General National Maritime Transport 	
	 Company (GNMTC), Libya
•	 Nikolaos Satras, Natural Gas Unit Director, Motor Oil Hellas, Greece

12:00	 Third Session: Morocco and Greece 
Moderator: Alexandros Kessar, Chief Commercial Officer, A General Group, Greece
Speakers:
•	 Sanae El Amrani, Director of Ports and Public Maritime Domain, Ministry of Equipment and 	
	 Water, Morocco
•	 Mostafa Benhima, General Manager, Grimaldi Agencies in Morocco, Morocco
•	 Nektarios Mitsokapas, Director, Marine & Infrastructure Division, ARCHIRODON N.V., Greece*

13:00	 Networking Break 
 

Lebanon, Syria, and Greece

13:30	  Fourth Session: Lebanon, Syria, and Greece 
Recent developments in the region suggest new opportunities for cooperation between the three 
countries with the possibility of transferring Greek technology and know-how in all maritime and port 
industries. 
Moderator: Naftika Chronika*
Speakers:
•	 Omar Itani, President Director General, Port of Beirut, Lebanon
•	 Dr. Mary Papaschinopoulou, Founding Partner and CEO, MAR-DIPLO, Greece
•	 Bachar Sabra, Chairman of the Board of Directors of Phoenicia Maritime Training Center, and 	
	 Executive Director of AKSON Maritime Ship Management Company, Syria

15:00		  Finger food and Networking 
16:00		  Business meetings among Conference participants 
17:00	  	 End of first day’s works 
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Thursday, June 26, 2025

09:00		  Registration and Networking 
09:45		  Introduction 

The GCC Countries, Yemen, and Greece
The GCC Countries have long recognized the importance of economic diversity, each at its own pace. 
Recently, some of these countries have attained positive results in this direction. GCC countries equipped 
with their economic visions and Greece with its status as a world maritime pioneer can engage in further 
enhancing their cooperation in the maritime and related industries. Yemen, at the same time, offers an 
under-the-radar destination for pioneering Greek companies interested in exploring business and invest-
ment opportunities in unchartered territories. 

10:00		  Fifth Session: Kuwait, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and Greece 
Moderator: George Xiradakis, Founder & CEO, XRTC Business Consultants, & President, Association of 
Banking & Financial Executives of Hellenic Shipping, Greece
Keynote Speakers:
•	 Eng. Sulaiman M. Ababtain, SVP Saudi Aramco and P&CEO Sofon Industries, Saudi Arabia
•	 Miltiadis Varvitsiotis, Vice President & CEO, Skaramangas Shipyard, Greece
Speakers:
•	 Eng. Hamad T. AlRakhis, Marine Maintenance Supervisor, Kuwait Ports Authority, Kuwait
•	 Capt. Mohammed Hamed Alsaiari, Director Hamad Port, Qatar
•	 Andreas Giakoumelos, Chief of Strategy, Antipollution SA | Board Member, HELMEPA, Greece
•	 Abdullah Munif Al-Munif, Vice President of Commercial Business at Saudi Ports Authority 		
	 “MAWANI,” Saudi Arabia

11:30		  Networking Break 

12:00		  Sixth Session: Oman, United Arab Emirates, Yemen, and Greece 
Moderator: Nicholas Gerassimou, Maritime Lawyer and Vice President, Hellenic Association of Maritime 
Law, Greece
Keynote Speaker:
Professor Dr. Haris Lambropoulos, President, Hellenic Development Bank of Investments & BD Member, 
Arab—Hellenic Chamber, Greece
Speakers:
•	 Saif bin Naser Al-Tiwani, Representative, Oman Chamber of Commerce & Industry and 
	 Chairman, OCCI's Branch in Al Dakhiliyah Governorate, Oman

•	 Daniel Wright, COO, Gulftainer, United Arab Emirates
•	 Captain Bassam Sulaiman Al-Sandi, CEO, Yemen Red Sea Ports Corporation, Yemen
•	 Damianos Efthymiadis, Business Development Director, ARCHIRODON N.V., and BD Member, 		
	 Arab-Hellenic Chamber, Greece

13:30		  Closing Remarks

14:00 – 16:00	 Cocktail reception
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President Director General
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Representative, Oman 
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Industry and Chairman, 

OCCI's Branch in Al Dakhiliyah 
Governorate, Oman
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Mohamed Mustafa Lamin
Chairman of the BoD, The 
General National Maritime 

Transport Company 
(GNMTC), Libya

Nikolaos Satras
Natural Gas Unit Director
Motor Oil Hellas, Greece

Alexandros Kessar
Chief Commercial Officer
A General Group, Greece

Sanae El Amrani
Director of Ports and Public 
Maritime Domain Ministry 
of Equipment and Water, 

Morocco

Miltiadis Varvitsiotis
Vice President & CEO

Skaramangas Shipyard, 
Greece

Eng. Hamad T. AlRakhis
Marine Maintenance 

Supervisor Kuwait Ports 
Authority, Kuwait

Andreas Giakoumelos
Chief of Strategy, 
Antipollution SA 

Board Member, HELMEPA, 
Greece

Abdullah Munif Al-Munif
Vice President of 

Commercial Business 
at Saudi Ports Authority 
“MAWANI,” Saudi Arabia

Capt. Bassam Sulaiman 
Al-Sandi

CEO, Yemen Red Sea Ports 
Corporation, Yemen

Capt. Mohammed Hamed 
Alsaiari

Director Hamad Port, 
Qatar

Damianos Efthymiadis
Business Development 
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N.V., and BD Member, 

Arab-Hellenic Chamber, 
Greece

Dr. Mary 
Papaschinopoulou

Founding Partner and 
CEO, MAR-DIPLO, 

Greece

“Cooperation Among Sea Neighbours”



The General National Maritime Transport Company (GNMTC) was established in 1975 in the Libyan 
capital, Tripoli, to become one of the leading companies in the maritime transport sector in the region. 
The company manages a modern fleet of oil and petrochemical tankers, providing integrated logistics 
services to its local and international clients.

GNMTC aims to be one of the world's leading companies in the maritime transport sector by providing 
innovative solutions that meet the needs of its clients, while fully committing to global quality standards 
and applying best practices in safety and environmental protection. The company provides reliable and 
safe maritime transport services, in accordance with international standards, to achieve the highest 
profits for shareholders and partners, while adopting sustainable practices in all its activities, in line with 
its established values and ambitious vision.

The company owns a fleet of 18 ships of various sizes and types, which connects Libyan ports to 
global ports across different continents. This complex task requires the highest levels of precision 
and professionalism. Therefore, GNMTC ensures the efficient management and direction of its fleet 
to guarantee the operation and maintenance of ships according to the highest global standards. The 
company aims to enhance the safety of lives and property, protect the environment, and contribute to 
raising awareness of the importance of the maritime transport industry locally and internationally.

The company's fleet consists of 18 ships of various sizes and types, transporting crude oil, oil products, 
and petrochemicals. It is approved by major oil companies operating worldwide, including in US waters. 
The company continuously invests in improving the quality and performance of its services, operating 
according to the highest standards of safety, quality, and security that comply with IMO, ISM Code, and 
MLC. The company provides high-quality services through an integrated quality management system.
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New Board of Directors 
for the Arab-Hellenic Chamber

On May 29th, the General Assembly of members of the Arab-Hellenic Chamber was convened in order to 
elect the Greek members of the new Board of Directors for the term 2025-2028, and approve the Arab 
Members, as they were assigned by the Union of Arab Chambers.

The General Assembly was conducted in a cordial and friendly atmosphere and offered once more the chance 
to the participating members to connect and feel closer to the Chamber and one another as members of the 
same business family.

The new Board of Directors, as per the results of the election process, is comprised of the following members:
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NAME & DESIGNATION 
AT THE BD

REPRESENTATIVE OF COMPANY 
DESIGNATION 

AT THE COMPANY

HARRIS GERONIKOLAS, 
Chairman  City Unity College CEO

RASHID BIN NASER SRAIYA AL 
KAABI, Vice Chairman Qatar Chamber of Commerce Al Sraiya Holding Group Vice Chairman

ABDUL AZIM WEISS, Vice 
Chairman  Weiss Hellas–Interna S.A. Owner/CEO

SOUHEIL HASSIB SABBAGH, 
Vice Chairman  Consolidated Contractors Company 

(CCC) President, Group HR

NICHOLAS VLAHAKIS, Vice 
Chairman  Neokem S.A. Managing Director

RAED BASSATNE, Vice Chairman  B.B. ENERGY MANAGEMENT S.A. Business Coordinator Manager 

RASHAD MABGER, Secretary 
General (assigned)    

ILIAS SAVVAKIS, Treasurer   Chemical Engineer

Dr. GEORGE-ALEXANDER 
TADROS, Executive Committee 
Member

 Group of Companies, 
Tadros A. & Co. Owner & President

Prof. Dr. KHALED MOH. 
HANAFY, Executive Committee 
Member (assigned)

Union of Arab Chambers  Secretary General

EMMANOUIL MARKAKIS, 
Executive Committee Member  HelleniQ Petroleum Supply and Sales of Oil 

Products and Petrochemicals

HEIDER H. JASIM AL-ATHARI, 
Executive Committee Member

Federation of Iraqi Chambers 
of Commerce Najaf Chamber of Commerce President

PARIS DROSINOS, Executive 
Committee Member  AIDIGITS HELLAS S.A. Commercial Director

ANAS JOUD, Executive 
Committee Member

Federation of Syrian 
Chambers of Commerce & 

Industry 
Joud Company Owner-CEO
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NAME & DESIGNATION 
AT THE BD

REPRESENTATIVE OF COMPANY 
DESIGNATION 

AT THE COMPANY

IOULIA TSETI, Member  Uni-Pharma S.A. & Intermed S.A. President & CEO

MOHAMMED ABDO-SAEED, 
Member

Federation of Yemen 
Chambers of Commerce & 

Industry
 

Sec. General, Council of 
Trustees & Regional Manager, 
Hayel Saeed Anam Group of 

Companies Ltd.

CHARALAMPOS DEFTEREOS, 
Member (assigned)  Vernolin Charalampos K. Deftereos 

& Co. Managing Director

NAGUIB SAWIRIS, Member
General Federation of 
Egyptian Chambers of 

Commerce
Orascom Investment Holding S.A.E. Executive Chairman

THOMAS ACHIMASTOS, 
Member  Copelouzos Group

Vice Chairman, Chief Business 
Development & Strategy 

officer

ALEX GAVRIILOGLOU, Member  MOTOR OIL Book Lead Black Products 
Supply and Trading

ΕMAD ABDALLAH AL ZAID, 
Member

Kuwait Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry   

MICHAIL FEKKAS, Member 
(assigned)  A. Sarris Investment Services S.A. Head Internal Auditor

SAIF BIN NASER AL TIWANI, 
Member

Oman Chamber of Commerce 
& Industry – Muscat

Chamber’s Branch in Ad Dakhiliyah 
Governorate Chairman of the BD

ALEXANDROS PATERAKIS, 
Member  PPC Group Deputy Managing Director 

Digital & Advanced Services

HISHAM ABDULAZIZ AL-SAYED, 
Member Federation of Saudi Chambers Makkah House Hold Utensils 

Factory Ltd. General Manager

IOANNIS VERGINIS, Member Thessaloniki Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry  Business Consultant, Brand 

Ambassador, Lobbying

JOSEPH SAMAAN, Member  Tanweer Alliances S.A. Managing Director

SPYROS XANTHIS, Member Piraeus Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry Eurosol Hellas S.A. CEO

HALA TALAL EL ZEIN, Member  Naftofina Holdings S.A. President

DAMIANOS EFTHYMIADIS, 
Member  Archirodon N.V. Business Development 

Director

GEORGE VENIZELOS, Member  Eastern Mediterranean Maritime 
Limited 

Manager Dry Bulk, Container 
Chartering Dept.

OMAR FODA, Member  Aioliki Kylindrias S.A., 
Member of Elsewedy Energy  

IOANNIS S. DAMOPOULOS, 
Member  Wide P.C. Managing Director

Prof. Dr. HARIS 
LAMBROPOULOS, Member  Hellenic Development Bank of 

Investments S.A. (HDBI ex TANEO) President

HUSSEIN SHRAIM, Member Jordan Chamber of 
Commerce

Intermediate Petrochemical 
Industries Chairman of the Board

Amb. Dr. ALI BIN IBRAHIM AL 
MALKI, Member (assigned)  League of Arab States Assistant Secretary General 

for Economic Affairs

DIMITRIOS BRAMIS, Member 
(assigned)   Lawyer
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THE INTERNAL AUDITORS ARE:

1. ATHANASSIOS LYCOGIANNIS		  Owner, LYCOGIANNIS Α. & CO., LYC-SAC 

2. RASHID ENNIMER			   Rep. Consolidated Contractors Company (CCC)

THE DISCIPLINARY COMMITTEE IS MADE OF 
THE FOLLOWING TEAM:

Greek side:

1.	 IOANNIS CHALDOUPIS		  CEO, Fine Goods

2.	 ALEXANDRA SAMOUELIAN 	 Real Estate Agent, Akinita Polis

3.	 CHRISTOS GEROS 		  Area Sales Manager MENA Region, SABO S.A.

4.	 TRACEY SKAGIAS		  Export Manager, SKAGIAS, TH.C.,S.A.

5.	 VASILIKI BADANI 		  Export Operations Manager, ADELCO S.A.  

Arab side:

1.	 IMAD ISSA GRAISY		  Rep. Fenchurch Faris Ltd.

2.	 TAREK KHALIL HAFEZ		  Rep. B.B. Energy Management S.A.

3.	 MOHAMED SHAWWA		  Rep. Weiss Hellas-Interna S.A.

4.	 HUSSAM ZUHAIR JOUD		  Rep. Joud Company
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The Arab-Hellenic Chamber has been fortunate in many ways. Being based in Greece 
- a land where history, culture, and friendship between the Arab world and Hellenic 
civilization have long been intertwined - has been both a privilege and a source of 
inspiration. Equally, representing all the Federations and Chambers of Commerce from 
across the Arab world brings with it a profound sense of responsibility and pride.

Among the many pillars that have supported our Chamber’s journey, the longstanding 
relationship with Consolidated Contractors Company (CCC) stands out as one of the 
most significant. CCC’s establishment of its offshore offices in Greece in the late 1970 
paralleled the early years of our Chamber, and since then, the company has remained a 
consistent and valued partner, with a continuous presence on our Board of Directors.

In 2005, Dr. Saleh Jallad became CCC’s second representative on the Board. From the 
very beginning, he played a key role—not only in strategic decisions but in supporting the Chamber’s everyday work and 
guiding it toward the highest standards of professionalism. Dr. Jallad’s presence was never symbolic; it was active, thoughtful, 
and deeply engaged.

A pioneer in the truest sense, he has contributed meaningfully to our events, offered sound advice, and shared perspectives 
that enriched our path. As a frequent and dynamic participant in Board meetings, as well as a moderator and speaker in our 
activities, his contributions always carried insight and influence. His presence - measured, wise, and impactful - has left a mark 
on all of us.

In expressing our heartfelt gratitude to Dr. Jallad for his longstanding support and contribution, we are also honouring the 
privilege of having him not only as a colleague but as a cherished friend. His legacy at the Chamber will be remembered with 
deep respect and appreciation.

We take this opportunity to wish Dr. Jallad continued health, happiness, and success in every new endeavor he pursues.

Dr. Saleh Jallad: A True Pioneer and 
Trusted Friend



OUR CHAMBER'S NEWS

www.arabhellenicchamber.gr

41

Stelios Katzourakis is someone who naturally draws people in - with his thoughtful 
opinions, sharp wit, and genuine sincerity. His directness, clear logic, and warm sense of 
humour have made it a true privilege to call him both a colleague and a friend.

For more than two decades, Stelios has been one of the Chamber’s most loyal and 
enthusiastic advocates. He rarely missed an event, consistently brought insight and 
energy to every discussion, and remained an active and engaged member of the 
Executive Committee. His presence has left a meaningful mark on the Chamber and on 
everyone who had the opportunity to work closely with him.

With these few words, we extend our heartfelt thanks for Stelios’ enduring friendship 
and steadfast dedication. His unwavering support and forward thinking spirit have made 
a lasting impact on the work of the Chamber - and on all of us.

Stelios, we wish you 
every success in all 
that lies ahead, 
and we look forward 
to staying connected.

Thank you, dear friend.

With Deep and Enduring Gratitude and Appreciation 
to Our Friend, Stelios Katzourakis
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Dr. Mostafa Madbouly, Prime Minister, participated in 
the celebration held on April 16th by the Suez Canal 
Authority to mark the "Day of Excellence," announcing 
the launch of several maritime services and signing a 
number of memoranda of understanding with partners 
in success and new projects, following his inspection 
tour of several service projects in Ismailia Governorate.

Attending the celebration were Dr. Yasmine Fouad, 
Minister of Environment, Dr. Manal Awad, Minister of 
Local Development, Admiral Osama Rabie, Chairman 
of the Suez Canal Authority, Major General Akram 
Mohamed Galal, Governor of Ismailia, Major General 
Mamdouh Jafar, Commander of the Second Field Army, 
Mr. Walid Gamal El-Din, Chairman of the Suez Canal 
Economic Zone Authority, and Engineer Ahmed Issam 
El-Din, Deputy Governor.

Also present were Ambassador Angelina Eichhorst, Head 
of the European Union Delegation to Egypt and the Arab 
League, several ambassadors from EU member states, 
Mr. Guy Platten, Secretary-General of the International 
Chamber of Shipping, and a group of representatives 
from international shipping agencies.

The celebration included the announcement of the Suez 
Canal's launch of a service for collecting and removing 
waste from ships passing through the canal, the opening 
of a floating bentonite factory, and the inauguration of 
the Suez Canal Academy for Innovation and Excellence.
A memorandum of understanding was also signed 
with the Spanish company "Tehidor Lazaro Group" in 
the fields of fisheries, aquaculture, management and 
operation of fish and shrimp farms, and feed production, 
along with the alignment of several vessels belonging to 
the authority.

Egyptian Prime Minister Attends the Suez Canal Authority s 
"Day of Excellence" Celebration and The Launch of New 

Maritime Projects, Agreements, and Services
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During the event, the Prime Minister emphasized the 
strategic importance of the canal to Egypt and the world, 
stressing that it is not merely a maritime passage, but the 
"heart of global trade" and a vital artery connecting the 
East and West.

He pointed out that throughout its history, the canal 
has played a pivotal role in facilitating trade movement 
between continents, reducing transport costs and times, 
which has had a direct impact on the prosperity of the 
global economy.

Dr. Mostafa Madbouly added that the Suez Canal 
represents a symbol of sovereignty and national will, a 
primary source of hard currency, and a key driver of the 
ambitious development plans adopted by the state.

He highlighted President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi's 
commitment and the government's support for efforts 
to develop the navigational channel, enhance maritime 
services, and modernize the maritime fleet, ensuring the 
Suez Canal's leadership among international maritime 
routes and its ability to meet future challenges, thereby 
contributing effectively to supporting global economic 
growth.

At the same time, the Prime Minister noted that the 
rising geopolitical repercussions of the situation in 
the Red Sea region pose a significant challenge to the 
security and stability of international navigation, which 
has overshadowed crossing rates through the Suez Canal 
and the decline in realized revenues.

He pointed out that Egypt has shown understanding 
of the political and economic repercussions and has 
not engaged in any actions that contradict its regional 
role; on the contrary, it has worked to take effective 
steps towards politically resolving the roots and causes 
of the crisis, affirming that Egypt is closely monitoring 
the developments and is coordinating with regional 
and international partners to maintain the security and 
stability of the region, ensuring that the Suez Canal 
continues to perform its vital role as a main artery for 
global trade under these delicate circumstances.

In turn, Admiral Osama Rabie, Chairman of the Suez 
Canal Authority, expressed his sincere gratitude and 
appreciation to the political leadership and government 
for their continuous and unlimited support for the Suez 
Canal Authority, affirming that this support has been , 
and continues to be  a motivation to exert more effort 
and deliver more accomplishments that contribute to 
the elevation of the nation and enhance the status of the 
Suez Canal as a vital artery for global trade.

The Chairman confirmed the Suez Canal's commitment 
to continue its efforts aimed at achieving continuous 
and effective communication with all its clients and 
building on the strategic relationship it shares with major 
shipping lines, global shipping chambers, and active 
organizations in the international maritime community, 
especially in times of crisis. This has resulted in enhancing 
channels of joint cooperation with its clients, with 264 
vessels altering their course to transit through the Suez 
Canal instead of rounding the Cape of Good Hope since 
early February.

He also indicated a slight improvement in navigation 
indicators during March 2025 compared to navigation 
statistics for January of the same year; the number of 
transiting vessels increased by 2.4%, while the net 
tonnage of the vessels increased by 7.1%. Statistics 
recorded an increase in revenues of 8.8% compared to 
revenues for January 2025.

Admiral Rabie confirmed that the Suez Canal has proven 
over the past years its pioneering role in the shipping 
industry and its ability to face various challenges and 
overcome crises, as reflected in navigation statistics 
for the canal from 2019 to 2024, which recorded the 
passage of 121,902 vessels, with a total net tonnage of 
7.154 billion tonnes, achieving total revenues for the 
combined period of 39.919 billion dollars.

He then reviewed the performance development of 
the canal from 2019 to 2024, clarifying that the net 
tonnage of vessels reached 1.207 billion tonnes in 2019, 
then slightly decreased to 1.169 billion tonnes in 2020 
despite the COVID-19 pandemic, before rising again to 
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1.275 billion tonnes in 2021, then 1.410 billion tonnes 
in 2022, reaching a record high of 1.568 billion tonnes in 
2023, before being affected by the current circumstances 
and dropping by 66.5% to 525 million tonnes in 2024.

Regarding the number of vessels, the canal recorded 
the passage of 18,880 vessels in 2019, 18,830 vessels 
in 2020, then increased to 20,694 vessels in 2021, 
and 23,851 vessels in 2022, achieving a new record of 
26,434 vessels in 2023, while navigation statistics for 
the canal indicated a decline due to the Red Sea crisis 
of 50%, reaching 13,213 vessels in 2024 compared to 
2023.

In terms of revenues measured in dollars, the canal 
achieved 5.804 billion dollars in 2019, 5.606 billion 
dollars in 2020, then increased revenues to 6.334 billion 
dollars in 2021, 7.934 billion dollars in 2022, reaching 
the highest annual revenue in its history of 10.250 
billion dollars in 2023, before the navigation movement 
through the canal was affected by regional tensions, 
causing revenues in 2024 to drop by 61% to 3.991 billion 
dollars compared to 2023.

Admiral Osama Rabie added that the escalating pace of 
challenges and situations in the region has not hindered 
the Suez Canal from continuing to provide its maritime 
and shipping services and completing its ambitious 
strategy, which is based on achieving comprehensive 
and integrated development through ongoing projects 
to develop the navigational channel and modernize the 
maritime fleet, alongside its efforts to elevate the level 
of maritime services and add a package of new maritime 
services that were not previously offered, as part of the 
Suez Canal's efforts to transform into a regional centre 
for providing various maritime and logistical services.

At the same time, he noted that regarding the 
development of the navigational channel, the Suez 
Canal has succeeded in achieving a new accomplishment 
by completing the development project of the southern 
sector in both its aspects (expansion and dualisation) 
and operating it for global trade to benefit from the 
numerous navigational advantages it offers, notably 
enhancing navigational safety and reducing the impact 

of water currents on transiting vessels, in addition to 
increasing the canal's capacity by 6 to 8 vessels.

As for the maritime fleet development file, Admiral 
Rabie explained that the Suez Canal has made 
significant strides towards enhancing its maritime fleet 
with a number of new and advanced units to ensure 
the continued efficiency and safety of navigation in 
the canal and to keep pace with the growing increase 
in global trade movement, pointing out that the Suez 
Canal has seen the addition of 24 various maritime units 
in the past period.

Admiral Osama Rabie touched on the package of new 
maritime services that included providing marine rescue 
services, marine ambulances, pollution control, ship 
maintenance and repair, fuelling services, and crew 
change services.

He also announced the launch of a new service  for the 
first time  in partnership with the leading Greek group 
(V Group), which is a service for collecting solid waste 
from ships passing through the Suez Canal, in line with 
European standards and international regulations and 
the recommendations of the International Maritime 
Organization (IMO) to reduce carbon emissions, as 
part of the authority's strategy to transform into a 
"green canal" by 2030, with the service later to be 
extended to include the collection of liquid waste and 
the establishment of a plant to convert waste into 
alternative fuel.

For his part, Mr. Veron Vassiliadis, President of the V 
Group, affirmed in his speech that the launch of the 
new service for collecting and removing ship waste 
represents the beginning of a new chapter characterised 
by innovation, sustainability, and cooperation, indicating 
that this step lays the foundation for transforming 
the Suez Canal into the world's first green canal and 
underscores the canal's leadership in maritime routes, 
enhancing its important role in serving global trade.

Mr. Vassiliadis confirmed the company's commitment 
to supporting the Egyptian community in combating 
pollution, stating that the company's role is not limited 
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Souce: Egyptian Cabinet

to providing the service alone, but V Group aims to 
be a centre for cooperation aimed at achieving long-
term economic, environmental, and social benefits by 
investing in a modern environmental fleet using the 
most advanced technologies, reflecting the company's 
commitment to meeting international standards and 
applying green economy principles in waste management, 
ultimately achieving a waste-free and carbon-free future 
for the Suez Canal and its surrounding areas.

Mr. Guy Platten, Secretary-General of the International 
Chamber of Shipping, confirmed that the Suez Canal 
remains undoubtedly one of the most important and 
strategic maritime routes in the world, reminding 
everyone of the incident involving the container ship 
"Ever Given," which highlighted the importance of the 
Suez Canal for global shipping and the sustainability of 
supply chains.

He noted that the Suez Canal has faced significant 
challenges and fluctuations over the past few years, but 
it has remained resilient in the face of pressures. In this 
regard, he expressed hope for the resolution of the Red 
Sea crisis as soon as possible, stressing that "the lives 
of seafarers cannot be put at risk simply for doing their 
jobs."

Mr. Platten praised Egypt's vision to become a centre for 
producing green fuel at competitive prices, pointing out 
that achieving new types of emission-free fuels will be 
extremely important in the shipping industry, which has 
been discussed by the IMO’s Environmental Protection 
Committee as one of the largest challenges, stating 
that an historic agreement has indeed been reached on 
a global mechanism for pricing maritime greenhouse gas 
emissions.

He added that the increasing attention to the 
environmental dimensions of the shipping industry 
enhances the importance and roles of the Suez Canal in 
achieving sustainable development for global trade.

The celebration witnessed the signing of a memorandum 
of understanding between the Suez Canal Aquaculture 
Company, one of the Suez Canal Authority's companies, 

and the Tehidor Lazaro Group in the fields of fisheries, 
aquaculture, management and operation of fish and 
shrimp farms, and feed production.

The event also included the opening of the floating 
concrete bentonite factory at the Suez Canal Company 
for Ports and Major Projects, one of the authority's 
companies, via video conference. It was noted that 
this factory specialises in producing floating concrete 
bentonite used in the construction of yacht marinas and 
small floating unit docks at a cost approximately 40% 
less than importing, as the construction works for the 
factory included establishing a casting and production 
plant with a production capacity of up to 16 bentonite 
per month, in addition to preparing a display area for 
the factory's products and an administrative building 
equipped with a meeting hall, administrative offices, and 
display screens.

The celebration also saw the inauguration of the Creativity 
and Excellence Centre, which includes six training halls 
featuring two for language and technology courses, 
three for practical and administrative training, and a hall 
for training in collaboration with Siemens, in addition to 
an executive meeting hall, a studio for audio and video 
recording, and a cafeteria. The centre will begin its first 
advanced training programmes in collaboration with 
MAERSK to provide advanced programmes in leadership 
preparation and crisis management.

At the conclusion of the "Day of Excellence" celebration, 
Dr. Mostafa Madbouly, Prime Minister, and Admiral 
Osama Rabie, Chairman of the Authority, witnessed 
the addition of 23 maritime units to the Suez Canal 
Authority's fleet.



Farewell to a True Friend and 
Esteemed Diplomat 

H.E. Ambassador Mansour Al-Olaimi

As Ambassador Mansour Al-Olaimi prepares to conclude his mission in Greece by August 2025, we bid farewell not 
only to a distinguished diplomat but to a valued friend whose presence has left a lasting impression on all who had 
the privilege of working with him.

Ambassador Al-Olaimi brought to his post a rare blend of sincerity, warmth, and spontaneity that transcended 
formalities and built genuine bridges of friendship. His dedication to strengthening Kuwaiti-Greek relations was 
evident in every initiative he pursued—from the successful revival of direct Kuwaiti Airlines flights to Greece during 
the summer months to facilitating key bilateral visits that enriched ties between our two nations.

At the Arab-Hellenic Chamber, we were fortunate to count on his consistent support and heartfelt engagement. His 
unwavering participation in our events and his thoughtful representation of Kuwait added depth and distinction to 
every occasion.

As he returns to Kuwait - a nation widely respected for its principled role on the regional and international stage - 
Ambassador Mansour leaves behind a meaningful legacy of goodwill, collaboration, and camaraderie.

To our dear friend, Abu Hamood: thank you for your friendship, your dedication, and the many shared moments we 
will always cherish. Though your chapter in Greece is coming to a close, we sincerely hope our paths will cross again 
soon.

Wishing you every success and happiness in the next chapter of your journey.

NEWS FROM THE ARAB EMBASSIES 
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28th Arab-German Business Forum
Transforming Business: Synergies for 

Sustainable Progress

The Ghorfa Arab-German Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry organized the 28th Arab-German Business 
Forum from 19–21 May 2025 in Berlin, bringing together 
over 400 decision-makers, experts, business leaders, and 
stakeholders in Arab-German economic and business 
relations. The Forum featured high-level participation 
from both Arab and German sides, including H.E. 
Katharina Reiche, German Federal Minister for Economic 
Affairs and Energy, and H.E. Eng. Hassan El-Khatib, 
Minister of Investment and Foreign Trade of the Arab 
Republic of Egypt — this year’s partner country — along 
with numerous government officials, Arab and German 
ambassadors, and representatives of Arab and German 
chambers of commerce.
In his opening remarks, Mr. Abdulaziz Al-Mikhlafi, 
Secretary General of Ghorfa, welcomed the attendees 
and thanked Minister El-Khatib and Minister Reiche for 
officially opening the Forum. He emphasized that this 
Forum once again stands out as an exceptional event, 
with over 400 participants, 80 distinguished speakers, 8 
panel sessions, and 7 roundtable discussions, reaffirming 
Ghorfa’s role as the leading platform for dialogue and 
stronger Arab-German business ties. He highlighted 
that this year’s comprehensive and forward-looking 
program reflects the shared commitment to innovation, 
sustainability, and strategic partnership. Despite 
global challenges, Arab-German trade volume reached 
€57.6 billion in 2024, a clear sign of the resilience and 
sustainability of this relationship.
Mr. Olaf Hoffmann, President of Ghorfa, also welcomed 
the participants and speakers, highlighting Minister 
Reiche’s vision of the need for proactive engagement in 

the current rule-based global order. He praised Minister 
El-Khatib’s presence as a symbol of active partnership 
between Germany and the Arab world, especially 
Germany and Egypt, anticipating Egypt to become part 
of the European economic space by 2040. He described 
the Arab-German partnership as “rock solid,” pointing to 
renewable energy projects in the Gulf and North Africa, 
and the ongoing digital transformation in the Arab 
countries.
Hoffmann also noted remarkable achievements in Arab-
German cooperation, particularly in the energy sector. 
He highlighted the SoutH2 Corridor, connecting Tunisia 
and Algeria with Italy, Austria, and Germany — a strategic 
initiative to transport green hydrogen over 3,300 km 
from North Africa to Europe, with a capacity of 4 million 
tons per year.
In the industrial sector, ADNOC’s acquisition of 
Germany’s Covestro for nearly €16 billion marked a 
significant step toward stronger industrial ties, combining 
German technology with UAE investment power. In 
infrastructure, the cooperation between Siemens and 
Oman Etihad Rail to build the Hafeet Rail Project stands 
out — linking Sohar to Abu Dhabi in just 100 minutes, 
combining German technology and local expertise.
In her speech, Minister Katharina Reiche emphasized 
the Forum’s vital importance, highlighting the large 
trade volume with the Arab world — home to over 450 
million people. She underlined the region’s economic 
diversity, its immense challenges and opportunities, and 
praised Egypt’s fast-paced development plan. She noted 
that Egypt’s opportunities extend beyond its domestic 
market to vast potential across all sectors, benefitting 
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both Germany and Europe. Major projects include three 
railway lines with Siemens, large-scale solar and wind 
farms, green hydrogen, and a young, skilled workforce, 
positioning Egypt to become a global hub for green 
energy.
Reiche affirmed that the Forum reflects fruitful economic 
cooperation, praising the region’s economic dynamism, 
major companies, innovative entrepreneurs, and hidden 
champions among SMEs. She stressed that her Ministry 
will support these efforts and that recent months 
have proven the necessity of diversifying economic 
partnerships for future resilience. She outlined four key 
areas for cooperation with Arab countries: supporting 
EU talks with Egypt, launching dialogue with the UAE 
on free trade agreements, coordinating with the GCC 
to maximize energy partnerships, and establishing a 
Europe-Middle East platform for dialogue and cross-
regional cooperation. She concluded by affirming that 
the region’s educated youth can drive progress in both 
the Arab world and Europe.
Minister Hassan El-Khatib noted that this was his fourth 
meeting with the German side since taking office, 
highlighting this Forum as the highest level of interaction 
with any European country. He emphasized Egypt’s quest 
for genuine partnerships in a world witnessing declining 
globalization and rising national decisions, amidst crises 
like COVID-19, the Ukraine war, and Gaza. He explained 
that since 2014, Egypt has pursued building a competitive 
global economy, expanding habitable land from 6% to 
12% and re-enabling the private sector. Success, he 
stressed, requires efficiency and speed. Today, Egypt 
offers a competitive business climate, low labor costs 
(around $200/month), strategic location, advanced 
engineering skills, and local chip design — making it an 
ideal choice for companies seeking competitiveness and 
openness. He concluded that opportunities between 
Germany and Egypt are not theoretical but tangible and 
achievable, especially in key sectors such as tourism, 
healthcare, and renewable energy — with plans to 
produce 65 GW by 2040, 90% from green sources, and 
green hydrogen as a cornerstone for joint investment 
and technology cooperation.
H.E. Dr. Mustafa Adib, Dean of the Arab Diplomatic 
Corps in Germany and Ambassador of Lebanon, thanked 
Ghorfa for its intensive efforts to strengthen Arab-
German economic partnerships. He emphasized the 
region’s resilience and innovation despite challenges, 
highlighting three main areas for deeper cooperation: 
climate and water security, drawing on Germany’s 
exemplary water management; digital transformation, 

citing the 70,000 Arab students in Germany; and 
expanding healthcare partnerships as a key area of 
growing importance. He stressed the need for mutual 
engagement for a shared future, especially in a 
world facing wars and food insecurity, asserting that 
cooperation, dialogue, justice, and prosperity are the 
only path forward.
Dr. Volker Treier, Deputy CEO and Head of International 
Affairs at the Association of German Chambers of 
Industry and Commerce (DIHK), praised the Chamber’s 
outstanding organization and described the Forum as a 
cornerstone for Arab-German dialogue. He highlighted 
DIHK’s reach — 79 chambers, 3.8 million businesses, 
and 150 offices in 93 countries. He stressed that 
economic relations rely not only on business but also on 
personal connections, emphasizing Minister El-Khatib’s 
key message: in uncertain times, partnerships matter 
more than ever. He noted bold ambitions in Arab Vision 
2030 strategies, German companies’ growing interest, 
and the significance of EU-UAE free trade talks, calling 
for joint efforts to shape the Arab-German future.
The Forum featured 8 discussion panels, covering topics 
such as:
•Egypt as a strategic partner and regional hub for 
German companies
•Advancing Smart Cities: Designing Sustainable Urban 
Ecosystems for a Climate-Challenged and Resilient 
Future
•Economic diversification through AI, robotics, and 
human-centered manufacturing
•Saudi Arabia’s role as a powerhouse for Arab economic 
growth
•Redefining Logistics and Aviation Strategies Beyond 
Borders in a Dynamic Landscape
•Cross-border innovation in food security and health 
technologies
•Integrated water and energy management with a focus 
on hydrogen
•Building sustainable Arab-German economic 
cooperation through diplomatic dialogue
Additionally, 7 roundtable sessions focused on 
partnerships with Tunisia, Syria, Sudan, and Oman; 
sports investment as an economic development 
strategy; promoting Arab-German entrepreneurship; 
and educational cooperation as a strategic driver for 
business and partnerships. The Forum also included 
bilateral meetings between Minister El-Khatib and 
Minister Reiche, Arab delegation heads, and German 
company executives, along with official receptions and 
gala dinners to mark the event.
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February - Palestinian Minister of Labor

Bridging Talent & Opportunity: Welcoming H.E. Dr. 
Enas Dahadha ATTARI at the ABLCC
On Friday, 28th February 2025, we were honored to 
welcome H.E. Dr. Enas Dahadha ATTARI, the Palestinian 
Minister of Labour, to the Arab-Belgian-Luxembourg 
Chamber of Commerce (ABLCC) for an insightful 
discussion on expanding international employment 
opportunities for Palestinian talent.
With a highly skilled and dynamic workforce, Palestine 
has immense potential to offer to global markets. Our 
discussions focused on creating pathways for Palestinian 
professionals to connect with job opportunities abroad, 
fostering economic empowerment and sustainable 
growth.
Additionally, we explored ways to support 
entrepreneurship, particularly for women, an area where 
significant progress is already being made through the 
Palestinian Employment Fund (PEF). By strengthening 
partnerships, we aim to create more opportunities for 

Palestinian entrepreneurs to thrive and succeed.
At ABLCC, we are committed to initiatives that facilitate 
international mobility, promote inclusive economic 
development, and empower Palestinian professionals 
and business leaders. We look forward to advancing 
these efforts and building bridges for a brighter future!

April – Economic mission to Qatar and Kuwait 
From April 26 to 30, 2025, the Arab-Belgian-Luxembourg 
Chamber of Commerce (ABLCC) had the great pleasure 
of participating in a high-level economic mission to 
Qatar and Kuwait, organized in close collaboration with 
our esteemed partners hub.brussels, AWEX, and FIT.
Supported by the Embassies of Qatar and Kuwait in 
Brussels, this mission brought together a delegation of 
40 Belgian companies and institutions eager to explore 
the business potential of two of the Gulf region’s most 
dynamic markets.

NEWS FROM THE ARAB - 
FOREIGN JOINT CHAMBERS 
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Strategic Engagements & High-Level Meetings
Throughout the week, participating companies engaged 
in targeted B2B meetings, sectoral briefings, and 
institutional visits. These included fruitful discussions 
with:
• The Ministry of Health 
• The Ministry of Investment 
• The Ministry of Public Works 
• The Port Authorities
• The Ministry of Commerce and Industry 
• The Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Qatar
• The Chamber of Commerce and Industry in Kuwait
These high-level engagements reflected the growing 
potential for collaboration between Belgium, 
Luxembourg, and the Gulf region in key sectors such as 
healthcare, infrastructure, logistics, renewable energy, 
and technology.
 
Networking & Diplomacy
The mission was further enriched by two exclusive B2B 
networking sessions and elegant evening receptions 
hosted by the Belgian Ambassadors —
H.E. William Asselborn in Doha and H.E. Christian 
Dooms in Kuwait City. These events provided a warm and 
open platform for connecting with local stakeholders 
and reinforcing commercial and diplomatic relations.

Cultural Discovery
In addition to business activities, participants were treated 
to cultural visits that highlighted the rich heritage and 
modern aspirations of both host countries — an essential 
dimension for understanding the business context and 
fostering people-to-people exchanges.

Continued Support from ABLCC
The ABLCC warmly thanks all co-organizers, partners, and 
participating companies for their trust and collaboration 
throughout the mission.



NEW
MEMBERS

1.     PHARMEX S.A.

2.     VIOSER S.A.

3.     BIOGRECO 

4.     	TARGET GENERAL SERVICE 

5.     	OPTIMA INTERNATIONAL 		
	 SHIPBROKING SERVICES

6.     AGLAIA NTILI 
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CONTACT DETAILS
PHARMEX S.A.
Contact Person: Mrs. Vassiliki Galata
International Business Development
A: 132, Kifisou Avenue 12131, Peristeri
Athens, Greece
T: +30 210 5199 200 (ext.234)
E: vgalata@pharmex.gr, info@pharmex.gr

PHARMEX S.A. was established in 1981 and is a developer 
and worldwide distributor of Pharmaceuticals, Cosmetics, 
Food Supplements and Medical Devices. Its brand 
HELENVITA, is a complete range of innovative Dermo 
cosmetics & Food Supplements solutions, that contribute 
to people's well-being, from health to beauty! 

PHARMEX S.A. has officially began exporting to the Middle 
East and North Africa (MENA) region since 2019, starting 
with key markets such as the United Arabic Emirates, 
Kingdom of S. Arabia, Kuwait, Oman, State of Palestine, 
Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq and very recently entered the 
demanding markets of Algeria and Yemen.

This expansion reflects the company’s commitment to 
international growth and its strategic focus on emerging 
markets with strong demand for high-quality Dermo-
cosmetic products.

The company’s export team is very proud to bring dermo-
cosmetic, food supplements and Medical devices solutions 
to Arabic-speaking customers and they are committed to 
building lasting partnerships in the region.

For further appreciation, visit our website 
www.pharmex.gr or www.helenvita.com

PHARMEX S.A. in coming October from 27th to 29th  2025, 
will have presence with its HELENVITA brand at Beauty 
world Middle East 2025 Exhibition at World Trade Center 
in Dubai.

www.arabhellenicchamber.gr
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VIOSER S.A. was founded in 1980 in Trikala, with main 
object the production and distribution of pharmaceutical 
parenteral solutions in the Greek and international market.

From its early days the Company demonstrated steady 
growth and today has established a strong presence in the 
intravenous (IV) solutions sector, claiming a leading position 
in the domestic and international market of Infusion Therapy. 

VIOSER has a wide product portfolio addressed mainly to 
hospitals as well as to the pharmacies’ network.
• The medicines category consists of electrolyte solutions, 
intravascular volume replacement, IV antibiotics and 
anesthetics, clinical nutrition products and hand disinfectants.
• The main categories of medical devices are infusion pumps, 
peripheral and central venous catheters, infusion disposables, 
regional anesthesia sets and urological products.

In VIOSER we acknowledge that our products are of vital 
importance for the patients’ health, which holds us responsible 
and consistent towards the global community. After almost 
40 years of offering quality products and services, our goal is 
to enforce and expand our distinguished presence in the Greek 
and international market of infusion Therapy.

CONTACT DETAILS
VIOSER S.A.
Headquarters - Production Plant
A:	 9ο Km National Road Trikala-Larisa
421 00 Taxiarches, Trikala
T: +30 24310 83441
F: +30 24310 83550
E: secadmin@bioser.gr
W: www.bioser.gr 

Athens Branch
A:	 Eleftheriou Venizelou 34-36,
Metamorfosi,144 52, Athens
T: +30 210 2850455
F: +30 210 2815962

Thessaloniki Branch
A:	 16th km National Road 
Thessaloniki – Moudanion
570 01, N. Rysio, Thessaloniki
T: +30 2310 475781,2
F: +30 2310 475783
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CONTACT DETAILS
BIOGRECO S.A.
A:	 Kaminia Lakonia, 23054 Greece
T:	 +30 2731035667
E:	 info@biogreco.gr
W: www.biogreco.gr

Biogreco: Pioneers in Organic Poultry & Feed Production
Based in Greece, Biogreco is a leading company specializing 
in the production of high-quality organic poultry and organic 
animal feed. Committed to sustainability, animal welfare, 
and environmental responsibility, Biogreco operates a fully 
integrated and certified organic production system.

The company raises poultry under strict EU organic 
standards, nourished exclusively with in-house produced, 
GMO-free organic feed, ensuring full traceability and 
superior nutrition. Biogreco’s advanced feed production 
facilities play a key role in supporting both its farming 
operations and external partners.

Biogreco exports its products to several international 
markets, including European and Arab countries, responding 
to the growing global demand for ethical and healthy food. 
Its reputation for quality and reliability has made Biogreco 
a trusted partner in the organic food sector.

Through innovation and long-term vision, Biogreco 
continues to expand its international presence while 
promoting a more sustainable future in agriculture.
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TARGET GENERAL SERVICE LTD is a premier provider of freight, 
logistics, distribution, construction, and general services across East 
Africa and beyond. With over 16 years of experience, the company is a 
Grade-A contractor registered with the Somali Federal Government, 
known for delivering safe, reliable, and efficient solutions to industrial 
and commercial sectors.

Our core services include multimodal logistics (air, sea, and 
road freight), customs brokerage, warehousing, and supply chain 
management. We specialize in handling sensitive, oversized, and 
perishable cargo, with a fleet of multipurpose trucks and a strong 
warehousing network across the region. Certified under ISO9001:2015 
and ISO14001:2015, Target is committed to the highest standards in 
quality, safety, and environmental responsibility.

We take pride in our customer-focused approach, ensuring each 
service is tailored to client needs. With offices in Somalia, Kenya, the 
UAE, the UK, and the USA, we are strategically positioned to support 
global operations.

CONTACT DETAILS
TARGET GENERAL SERVICES LTD.
A: Treepiano Building, Maka Al Mukarama Street, 
Mogadishu, Somalia
A: +252 615 545 577 | +252 683 375 709
E: info@tgs.com.so 
W: www.tgs.com.so

ISO Certified: ISO 9001:2015 & ISO 14001:2015



56

www.arabhellenicchamber.gr

NEW MEMBERS

CONTACT DETAILS
OPTIMA INTERNATIONAL SHIPBROKING 
SERVICES S.A.
T:  +30 210 8918500
E:  chartering@optimashipbroking.com
panamax@optimashipbroking.com
operations@optimashipbroking.com
W: www.optimashipbroking.com

Optima International Shipbroking Services S.A. is 
a distinguished Greek-based shipbroking firm founded 
in 1981 and headquartered in Voula, Athens. Over the 
decades, it has evolved into a global player in the maritime 
industry, excelling in both dry cargo and tanker chartering.

Dry Cargo Chartering: The Company maintains an 
extensive database of vessel positions, cargoes, and freight 
rates, empowering clients with accurate market advice. It 
negotiates contracts among charterers, ship-owners, and 
operators to optimize profitability.

Tanker Chartering: Since launching its tanker desk in 
September 2005, the firm has provided tailored services 
via separate DPP (Dirty Petroleum Products) and CPP 
(Clean Petroleum Products) , managing spot fixtures, 
projects, and affreightment contracts.

Optima operates from its main office in Voula, Greece, 
supported by sizeable dry cargo and tanker teams, as well 
as a robust post-fixing backup unit utilizing advanced IT 
systems. It maintains an international presence with branch 
offices in Shanghai, Singapore, Zug and Dubai.

The company is recognized as a world-class service 
provider, consistently ranking among the largest ship 
broking firms in Europe and beyond. It actively participates 
in major industry events like Posidonia and TradeWinds, 
reinforcing its reputation and client networks.

With over 40 years of experience and a global footprint, 
Optima International Shipbroking Services S.A. stands as 
a reliable partner for clients in both dry cargo and tanker 
markets.
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Aglaia Ntili, 

Managing Director of Sustainability Knowledge Group

Aglaia Ntili is a recognized sustainability leader with over 

20 years of international advisory and training experience 

across Europe and the MENA region. As Managing Director of 

Sustainability Knowledge Group, she supports organizations 

in embedding Sustainability, ESG, and CSR into their core 

strategies through tailored advisory and capacity-building 

services.

She is the founder of CSR Coaching, co-founder of the Centre 

for ESG at the University of Limassol, and launched the 

Sustainability MeetUp—the first open learning platform on 

sustainability in the UAE and Cyprus. She chairs the UAE and 

Cyprus Chapter of the International Society of Sustainability 

Professionals (ISSP).

Aglaia is a visiting lecturer at the University of Limassol and 

formerly taught in the MBA program at Murdoch University 

Dubai. She also serves as course advisor for the Philanthropy 

University’s highest-rated “Stakeholder Engagement Strategy” 

course. She has trained thousands of professionals and led 

pioneering sustainability initiatives across diverse sectors.

Her credentials include an MBA, ISO 9000 Lead Auditor, GRI 

Standards and ISSP-SA certifications, and EFQM Accredited 

Excellence Assessor. She is a founding board member of the 

Sustainable Building Council Greece.

Her contributions have earned her the Global CSR & 

Sustainability Leadership Award and recognition among the 

“Top 20 Most Successful Women Leaders of 2021”.

CONTACT DETAILS
AGLAIA NTILI
M: +971 502199430, +357 99144297, 
+30 6972031126
E: aglaia@sustainabilityknowledgegroup.com
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STELIOS is more than a biopic - it's a cultural celebration of Greek music and traditions. The film lovingly showcases 
the rich tapestry of Greek song, from soulful laika ballads to folk Pontiac rhythms, honoring the sounds that shaped 
our culture.
Kazantzidis, often hailed as "the voice of the Greek soul," 
gave life to anthems of love, loss and resilience that defined 
generations of Greeks.
Now his story unfolds on screen as a proud homage to our 
musical legacy.

Synopsis
The touching story of Stelios Kazantzidis, a child of a 
refugee family from Pontus, who managed to survived and 
grew up thanks to his enormous talent and against all social 
and personal difficulties. Music, love, family, friends, fishing, 
creativity, night bouncers, fanatics, and great conflicts, 
create the mosaic of his life.
A tribute film to a great singer, whose voice “spoke” to the 
hearts of all Greeks around the world, Stelios Kazantzidis – 
for those who loved him, and those who would like to get 
to know him.

Stelios Kazantzidis (29-Aug-1931 - 14-Sep-01) was not only 
a towering figure in Greek popular music, but also a beloved 
voice worldwide, as his songs were translated into many 
languages, including Arabic, Turkish, Hebrew, etc.
Born in Nea Ionia, Athens, Stelios Kazantzidis rose from 
humble beginnings to become one of Greece’s most beloved 
and influential singers. His music, infused with themes of 
love, loss, and the struggles of the Greek working class, 
made him a symbol of resilience and national pride. His 
influence remains deeply rooted in Greek and international 
music culture.

STELIOS International Screening

CONTACT DETAILS
TANWEER PRODUCTIONS
Eliana Eliopoulos E: elianae@tanweer.info

Anna Lykourina E: anna.lykourina@tanweer.info
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Film Cast
Christos Mastoras, Klelia Renesi, Asimenia Voulioti, 
Agoritsa Oikonomou, Anna Symeonidou, Dimitris 
Kapouranis and more

Christos Mastoras, renowned as the lead singer of 
the popular Greek band Melisses, makes his major 
acting debut in the title role, delivering a performance 
that captures the essence of Kazantzidis’ passion and 
charisma.

DIRECTOR:
Yorgos Tsemperopoulos
 
SCRIPT BY:
Katerina Bei
 
PRODUCTION EXECUTION:
Yannis Iakovidis – Black Orange S.A.
 
PRODUCER:
Dionyssis Samiotis
 
SPONSORED BY:
AEGEAN OIL, FINOS FILM, COSMOTE TV, STARDUST 
EFFECTS

MILESTONES /THEATRICAL RELEASE:
•#1 film of 2024, with 920,000+ admissions in Greece 
and Cyprus, becoming the fourth highest-grossing 
Greek film of all time, this is rewriting history! Critics 
and audiences alike have praised its emotional depth 
and cultural resonance.
•#1 Biopic movie of all time in Greece

•#1 Greek film in the last 20 years
•#1 Post-COVID Box Office smash in Greece
•Top grossing movie of the Director
•First Greek movie ever to be releasing in 15+ countries 
worldwide including USA, Canada, Germany, Austria, 
Switzerland, Belgium, Luxembourg, Netherlands, UK, 
Israel, Turkey, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, 
Sweden and more are coming!

QUOTES:
•Frank Sinatra is often quoted to have said of Kazantzidis: “If 
Stelios Kazantzidis had been in the United States, he would 
have had a bigger career than me.”
•Kazantzidis’ wife, Vaso Kazantzidi, shared her heartfelt 
emotions after the Greek premiere, saying: "Stelios, from up 
above, must be pleased. From start to finish, it was deeply 
moving. Everyone in their roles was exceptional, incredible. 
I’m at a loss for words. I feel like I’ve fulfilled what I needed 
to do." 
•“Stelios Kazantzidis is not just a musician – he is a voice of 
resilience, hope, and passion that has defined Greek culture 
for generations,” Tsemberopoulos said in a statement. “This 
film is a tribute to his legacy, and we are thrilled to share it 
with audiences around the world.”
•Producer Dionyssis Samiotis added: “The overwhelming 
response in Greece proves the lasting impact of Stelios 
Kazantzidis’ music. His voice spoke to the soul of the nation, 
and this film captures his incredible journey.”
•“At Tanweer Productions, we are deeply committed to 
bringing stories that touch both the heart and the mind,” 
added Joseph Samaan, President and Founder of Tanweer 
Productions. “Drawing from the rich culture and vast history 
of Greece, we strive to create high-quality content that 
revives legendary artists and personalities through emotional 
themes that live on forever.”
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“Il Giardino Segreto” 
at the ATRIUM of Alexander’s Lounge

Authentic Italian flavors served al fresco, with fresh pizza, handmade 
pasta and a secret seasonal ingredient at the heart of it all

This summer, step into Il Giardino Segreto, an enchanting al fresco Italian dining experience nestled in the lush 
Atrium of Alexander’s Lounge at the historic Hotel Grande Bretagne. Surrounded by olive trees, blooming 

flowers and fragrant herbs, this elegant garden offers a peaceful escape in the heart of Athens.
Available daily from 17:30 to 23:30, the menu crafted by Executive Chef Asterios Koustoudis showcases the 
authentic flavors of Italy, centered around the season’s star ingredient: the tomato. Rare heirloom varieties 
are grown organically on Mount Pateras and transformed into a signature sauce, served tableside with fresh 

handmade pasta and San Michali cheese.
Highlights include crisp, slow-fermented sourdough pizzas, panzanella with buffalo burrata, focaccia with 
anchovies, and an exquisite selection of Italian cold cuts and cheeses. Desserts by Pastry Chef Alexandros 

Koufas, such as the tableside-prepared Armenonville and house-made gelato, add the perfect finale. 
Complement your meal with bespoke cocktails and Italian wines.

ATRIUM OF ALEXANDER’S LOUNGE | 11:00 – 02:00

IL GIARDINO SEGRETO MENU | 17:30 – 23:30

CONTACT DETAILS
HOTEL GRANDE BRETAGNE
A: 1 Vasileos Georgiou A’, Athens, 105 64
T: +30 210 333 0748
W: theluxurycollection.com/grandebretagne
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CONTACT DETAILS
DIVANI COLLECTION HOTELS
Contact Person: Alexandra Tsiaka
E: a.tsiaka@divanis.com

W: www.divanis.com

From the sparkling waters of the Athenian Riviera and 
the cultural wonders of Athens to the cosmopolitan 
charm of Corfu and the spiritual serenity of Meteora, 
each Divani destination offers a one-of-a-kind holiday 
experience — now enhanced with special packages and 
benefits that make your holiday simply divine.

Guest can enjoy:
• Special accommodation rates with timeless elegance 
and 5* services
• Tailored packages that can be customed based on their 
preferences
• Add-on services from artisanal dining and premium 
wellness experiences to a wide array of recreational 
activities
• Family-friendly amenities for memorable getaways 
with your most loved ones

Each offer is crafted to deliver moments of relaxation, 
authentic Greek hospitality, and unforgettable memories 
in some of the most breathtaking destinations in Greece, 
all backed by the care and legendary quality of Divani:

• Downtown Athens at Divani Caravel
• Under the shadow of the Acropolis, at Divani Palace 
Acropolis
• Athenian Riviera at Divani Apollon Palace & Thalasso
• Athenian Riviera at Divani Escape (adults-only boutique 
hotel)
• Corfu at Divani Corfu Palace
• Meteora at Divani Meteora Hotel

Explore Divani’s divine summer offers for unforgettable 
moments:  https://divanis.com/offers

Exclusive Offers for a divine Greek Summer 
at Divani Collection Hotels 
Greece’s 1st legacy hospitality Group
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From passive waiting areas to immersive journeys—STIRIXIS Group redefines the value of entertainment environments.

Village Cinemas, one of Greece’s leading cinema chains and part of the Antenna Group, partnered with STIRIXIS Group 
to fully transform its flagship multiplex at The Mall Athens—marking the first in a series of upcoming redesigns.

Delivered by STIRIXIS Entertainment, the Group’s specialized sector in entertainment environments, the project reflects 
a broader shift from transactional environments to immersive brand journeys. Through strategic spatial planning and 
brand narrative, the foyer and adjacent areas have been reimagined not simply in form, but in purpose—inviting visitors 
into a story that begins well before the lights dim.

From the energizing arcade corner and the playful “Sugar Rush” wall to comfortable lounge seating and a glowing 
central column that reads “Everything You Imagine Is Real,” the space now actively contributes to the cinematic 
experience—and beyond.

With operations in over 29 countries, STIRIXIS Group continues to deliver human-centric destinations that generate 
long-term value, engagement, and community impact.
Is the next successful project yours?

STIRIXIS Group & Village Cinemas: 
Designing the Future of Entertainment Spaces

CONTACT DETAILS
STIRIXIS GROUP
T: +30 210 6138312

E: advance@stirixis.com

W: www.stirixisgroup.com
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Harris Geronikolas
Chairman of the Board of 
Directors Arab-Hellenic 

Chamber & CEO, 
City Unity College

Mouayed Saleh
Dean of the Arab 
Ambassadors & 

Ambassador of the 
Republic of Iraq, Greece

Wissam El Idrissi
Undersecretary of the 

Ministry of Transportation 
for Diwan and Maritime 
Transport Affairs, Libya

Kriton Katsamenis
CEO, Antipollution Egypt

Egypt 

Eng. Mohamed Sherine 
El Naggar

Chairman, El Naggar Group 
of Companies for Maritime 

Transport, Egypt

Vasiliki Petidou
Project Manager

HHX.blue

Mohammed Salim 
Abduljalil 

President, Libyan Ports 
and Maritime Transport 

Authority, Libya

Leonidas Dimitriadis-Evgenidis
President & CEO, Evgenidis 

Group, & IMO Goodwill Maritime 
Ambassador representing 

Greece, Greece

Rashad Mabger
Secretary General

Arab-Hellenic Chamber

Suheil Hassib Sabbagh 
President, Group HR, CCC 

& Vice President, Arab-
Hellenic Chamber, Greece
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Mostafa Benhima
General Manager, Grimaldi 

Agencies in Morocco, 
Morocco 

Omar Itani
President Director General

Port of Beirut, Lebanon

Bachar Sabra
Chairman of the Board of 

Directors of Phoenicia Maritime 
Training Center and Executive 

Director of AKSON Maritime Ship 
Management Company, Syria

George Xiradakis
Founder & CEO, XRTC Business 

Consultants & President, 
Association of Banking & 

Financial Executives of Hellenic 
Shipping, Greece

Eng. Sulaiman M. 
Ababtain

SVP Saudi Aramco and 
P&CEO Sofon Industries

Saudi Arabia

Nicholas Gerassimou
Maritime Lawyer and 

Vice President Hellenic 
Association of Maritime 

Law, Greece

Daniel Wright
Group COO, Gulftainer, 
United Arab Emirates

Professor Dr. Haris 
Lambropoulos

President, Hellenic Development 
Bank of Investments & BD 

Member, Arab-Hellenic 
Chamber, Greece

Saif bin Naser Al-Tiwani
Representative, Oman 

Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry and Chairman, 

OCCI's Branch in Al Dakhiliyah 
Governorate, Oman

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS,  
SPEAKERS AND MODERATORS “Cooperation Among Sea Neighbours”



Prof. Sara Elgazzar
Dean of College of International 

Transport & Logistics Arab Academy 
for Science, Technology & Maritime 
Transport and Senior Advisor Union 

of Arab Chambers, Egypt

Admiral Osama Rabie
Chairman of the Board and 

Managing Director Suez 
Canal Authority, Egypt

Eng. Ahmed El Akkad
Chairman & Al Akkad 

Group (AKG), Egypt

Ashraf Ahmed Khalil
Chairman & CEO, Evge 

Egypt Shipping Agencies 
and Maritime Affairs, Egypt

Tamer Elewa
Regional Manager/North 
Africa Archirodon N.V., 

Greece

Stefanos Gkikas
Deputy Minister of Maritime 

Affairs and Insular Policy, 
Greece
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Mohamed Mustafa Lamin
Chairman of the BoD, The 
General National Maritime 

Transport Company 
(GNMTC), Libya

Nikolaos Satras
Natural Gas Unit Director
Motor Oil Hellas, Greece

Alexandros Kessar
Chief Commercial Officer
A General Group, Greece

Sanae El Amrani
Director of Ports and Public 
Maritime Domain Ministry 
of Equipment and Water, 

Morocco

Miltiadis Varvitsiotis
Vice President & CEO

Skaramangas Shipyard, 
Greece

Eng. Hamad T. AlRakhis
Marine Maintenance 

Supervisor Kuwait Ports 
Authority, Kuwait

Andreas Giakoumelos
Chief of Strategy, 
Antipollution SA 

Board Member, HELMEPA, 
Greece

Abdullah Munif Al-Munif
Vice President of 

Commercial Business 
at Saudi Ports Authority 
“MAWANI,” Saudi Arabia

Capt. Bassam Sulaiman 
Al-Sandi

CEO, Yemen Red Sea Ports 
Corporation, Yemen

Capt. Mohammed Hamed 
Alsaiari

Director Hamad Port, 
Qatar

Damianos Efthymiadis
Business Development 
Director, ARCHIRODON 
N.V., and BD Member, 

Arab-Hellenic Chamber, 
Greece

Dr. Mary 
Papaschinopoulou

Founding Partner and 
CEO, MAR-DIPLO, 

Greece

“Cooperation Among Sea Neighbours”
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 أھلا بكم في عضویة الغرفة العربیة الیونانیة
 

أربعون عاماَ انقضت منذ تأسیس الغرفة العربیة الیونانیة اســتطاعت خــلالھا أن تبرز كواحدة من 
أكثر الغرف الأجنبیة المشتركة في الیونان حضوراَ ونشاطاَ، وأن تجذب إلى عضویتھا كبار  

ا في  الصغیرة، وأن تســھم بدورھالمتوســطة والشركات العاملة في الیونان والمئات من الشركات  
عزیز التعاون العربي وت زیادة التبادل التجاري والتدفقات الإستثماریة بین الیونان والعالم العربي

 الیوناني في كافة المجالات. 
 

تتمیز فعالیات الغرفة العربیة الیونانیة بحضور مكثف ومشاركة فعالة من قبل رجال الأعمال في 
یعود ھــذا إلى ما تتناولھ ھــذه الفعالیات من محاور   الیونان ونظرائھـم من جمیــع الدول العربیة،

وقطاعات للتداول والنقاش وبما تقوم بھ الغرفة العربیة الیونانیة من تنظیم في عقد اللقاءات الثنائیة  
في كافة قطاعات العمل كجزء أســاسي من ھــذه الفعالیات، كل ذلك أســھم في اســتمراریة الغرفة 

 أوساط الغرف التجاریة العاملة في الیونان.  في تأكید مكانتھا و
 

ف إلى تمیز الغرفة العربیة الیونانیة تواصلھا المســتمر مع الشــركات الأعضاء وغیر  ـایض
قاعدة بیانات وشــبكة اتصالات واســعة وفــر لھا  الأعضاء واتباع ســیاسة الباب المفتوح، مما

 عضاء في الغرفة. تسـتفید منھا بالدرجة الأولى الشــركات الأ
 

 امتیازات العضویة: 
 المشاركة في فعالیات الغرفة من منتدیات ومؤتمرات  •
 الترویج المجاني للشركات الأعضاء في مطبوعات الغرفة الدوریة  •
 بعض لقاءات العمل الخاصة مشاركة في ال •
 المشاركة في ورش العمل واللقاءات الثنائیة التي تنظمھا الغرفة •
  العمل عبر الإنترنیت لقاءات  •
 تزوید الشــركات الأعضاء بالمعلومات المطلوبة من الیونان   •

 
 

 المجالات المشتركة للتعاون العربي الیوناني: 
 

كان التواصل قائماَ منذ القدم   إلى العالم العربي، ولــذلك  مســافة    تعد الیونان أقرب الدول الأوروبیة
مع الیونان  تجارة كثیر من المجالات، وفي ظل الظروف الراھنة فإن الســھلاَ في ونطاق التعاون 

، فھي قد اســتطاعت أن تؤسس لنفســھا ســمعة تجاوزت حدودھا في كثیر من  عدیدةال امزایا ھ  الھ
منھا على ســبیل الذكر ما أحرزتھ من تطور   بجودتھا  مجالات العمل، والقطاعات التي تمیز الیونان

بالإضافة  ،  مواد البناء والطاقة المســتدامة بأنواعـــھا والتكنولوجیاوملموس في الصناعات الغذائیة  
من المشاریع في العالم عــدید  متمیز لشركات الھندســة والإنشاءات الیونانیة في انجاز الســجل  إلى  

ق التقلیدي للیونان وریادتھا في قطاعي الملاحة وصــناعة الموانئ،  العربي، یضاف إلى ذلك التفو

ولذلك اســتطاعت الیونان بجودة ما تنتجھ أن تنافس في كثیر من الأســواق العالمیة، یدل ذلك 
 صادراتھا إلى الكثیر من دول العالم . الزیادة المســتمرة في میزان 

تؤھلھ یتفرد القطاع الســیاحي ببنیة تحتیة متكاملة  و ،  مجال  رحبة وفي أكثر من  الاستثمارفرص  إن  
من أكثر الواجھات  والیونان كما نعلم أكثر القطاعات الجاذبة للإســتثمارات الخارجیة، لأن یكون 

حضارتھا  وتجذب الملایین من الســواح بمختلف اھتماماتھم، منھا التعرف على    ،ي العامفاحیة  یالس
 من جمال الطبیعة في قراھا وجزرھا ومدنھا.  از بھما تمتالتمتع بومنھا العریقة 

 
إن الخــدمات التي نقدمھا للشركات الأعضاء والتواصل المســتمر معھم ھو ما یمیزنا ویضیف  

إلى قدرتنا في احداث الفرق المطلوب كعامل إیجابي في تعزیز التواصل بین القطاع الخاص في 
 الیونان ونظیره في العالم العربي. 

 
د من المعلومات الرجاء زیارة الموقع الإلكتروني الخاص بالغرفة أو الكتابة إلینا عن طریق  للمزی

 البرید الإلكتروني أدناه:  
www.arabhellenicchamber.gr 

chamber@arabgreekchamber.grmail: -e 
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