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Dear Reader 

This issue of MAN Magazine marks the beginning of preparations for the Arab-
Hellenic Chamber's flagship event, the 15th Arab-Hellenic Economic Forum, 
scheduled for 25 & 26 November. This year's Forum will focus on the Energy and 
Construction sectors, reflecting their strategic and economic significance for 
both the Arab world and Greece. These sectors are closely interconnected with 
a vast range of business fields, creating broader prospects for cooperation and 
opportunity for participants.

Our decision to place these two sectors at the heart of the Forum stems from 
the exceptional resources with which the Arab world is endowed. Petroleum 
remains one of our greatest strategic assets, while renewable energy is supported 
by the region's vast solar, wind, and water resources. These advantages are 
complemented by our unique geographical location at the crossroads of continents, 
natural resources capable of sustaining both present and future generations, and 
substantial human capital spanning skilled and unskilled labour alike. Together, 
these strengths lay the foundations for a resilient economy capable of sustainable 
growth. Unlocking this potential, however, demands knowledge, vision, sound 
governance, and unwavering commitment. As experience has shown, several Arab 
countries have already translated these advantages into tangible achievements 
by pursuing prudent national policies, closer cooperation among Arab states, and 
expanding partnerships with neighbouring European countries, foremost among 
them Greece.

Why Greece? The answer extends well beyond the historical and cultural ties 
that have connected our peoples for centuries, and the common positions we 
have often shared on regional and international platforms. It is equally shaped 
by today's geopolitical landscape, the full implications of which have yet to 
unfold. At a time when global supply chains face mounting pressure and food and 
commodity prices remain elevated, the case for strengthening regional trade and 
economic cooperation has never been more compelling.

The principal reason, however, lies in Greece's internationally recognised 
leadership in maritime shipping. With a fleet of more than 5,000 vessels, Greece 
has built a maritime tradition its people rightly regard as a national asset, one 
that demands continuous investment and development. Greece has also 
established an outstanding record across numerous sectors, particularly energy 
and construction, the very industries that define the agenda of our 15th Forum. 
Its longstanding contribution to infrastructure development across many Arab 
countries deserves particular recognition; indeed, few European countries, 
if any, have matched Greece's presence and achievements in this field. Today, 
relations between Greece and the Arab world continue to gather momentum 
across multiple sectors, supported by strategic projects that are adding a new 
and increasingly significant dimension to this partnership.

Ultimately, shared interests are the force that shapes and sustains the course of 
international relations. It is from this conviction that the Arab-Hellenic Chamber 
continues its longstanding mission of advancing economic cooperation between 
the Arab world and Greece, a commitment that has guided our work for more 
than four and a half decades.
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About: The “15th Arab-Hellenic Economic Forum” is the flagship event of the Arab-Hellenic Chamber, 
scheduled for November 25-26, 2026.

Scope: Energy and Construction, along with other related fields of work.

Concept: The conventional and renewable energy sector stands as a fundamental economic and 
strategic pillar for national security and a key source of income for states, while the construction and 
modern infrastructure sector serves as an indicator of a nation's development and economic growth. 
Amid climate and environmental deterioration and shifting geopolitical dynamics, there is a growing need 
for dialogue, consultation, and the exploration of the opportunities abundant in Greece's and the Arab 
world's resources in these two fields, in order to strengthen cooperation, partnership, and investment, 
and to enhance our competitiveness in addressing climate and economic challenges. These themes will 
be discussed over the two days of the programme, alongside the "4th Greece–GCC Countries Business 
Gathering," which adds a further positive dimension to the Forum's deliberations.

Industries and Sectors covered: Conventional energy and its projects; renewable energy and 
related projects; storage and distribution; artificial intelligence and its applications in energy projects; 
construction, infrastructure, and joint projects; modern buildings and ecosystems; building materials 
industries and recycling; and the role of artificial intelligence in construction.

Format (in-person): Panel discussions, fire side chats, workshops and roundtables provide the floor to 
Arabs and Greeks to discuss challenges and opportunities in their sectors of interest. Intensive networking 
and impromptu B2B meetings will take place throughout the two days.

Who should attend: Senior officials, CEOs, business leaders, and professionals engaged in energy and 
construction affairs, as well as related fields of work.

Working Languages: Arabic, Greek, and English (simultaneous interpretation).

Date and Location: November 25-26, 2026 in Athens, Greece

Venue: A 5-star Hotel, Athens, Greece

“Overcoming Challenges, Forging our Way Ahead”
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View of Doha, Qatar
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The sovereignty of states has traditionally rested on a 
set of established pillars. Yet, the rapid pace of economic 
and unprecedented technological advancement has 
added new dimensions to the concept. The vision of 
Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, the late Father 
Emir of Qatar, for consolidating the sovereignty of the 
state during his reign from June 1995 to June 2013, was 
powerfully expressed through his success in diversifying 
Qatar’s economy.

Building upon this achievement, the modern institutions 
of the state began to take shape, based on the rule of 
law, equitable distribution, and a genuine sense of unity 
between the leadership and the people. The Father 
Emir’s vision soon reached beyond Qatar’s borders to 
the regional and international stages, enhancing the 
country’s position through milestone projects that 
became models for nations aspiring to achieve similar 
progress.

Economic diversification elevated Qatar’s status across 
the region and the world. Accomplishments recognised 
near and far took Qatar’s name into the skies, extended 
its reach across the earth, and carried its voice to every 
corner of the globe. These became an increasingly 
important source of growth in the national income 
and, together with policies of empowerment, brought 
improvements to the living standards of the Qatari 
people, placing Qatar among the countries with the 
highest income per capita in the world. These enduring 
testaments to its glory remain firmly present today.

Under the Father Emir’s leadership, Qatar emerged as a 
prominent political and diplomatic player, establishing 
itself as a trusted and impartial mediator in resolving 
conflicts and in negotiations aimed at safeguarding peace 
and security. This role earned Qatar the confidence and 
respect of the international community.

The crowning act, the “Grand Finale” of this far-reaching 
vision, was perhaps the most remarkable of all: the 
transfer of responsibility to a new generation, entrusted 
with carrying that vision and its principles forward, from 
an illustrious predecessor to a worthy successor. Under 
Tamim, the journey continues, and the pledge endures.

The Father Emir’s vision was equally reflected in the 
advancement of Qatar’s private-sector institutions, 
among them the Qatar Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, which has played a distinguished role in 
strengthening economic relations with Arab countries 
and Qatar’s international partners. We, at the Arab-
Hellenic Chamber, are privileged to represent the Qatar 
Chamber in Greece, and take pride in our enduring 
ties with the Qatar Chamber and its Chairman, Sheikh 
Khalifa bin Jassim Al Thani, and in the valued role of 
its representative at our Chamber, Rashid bin Nasser Al 
Kaabi, Vice-Chairman of our Board of Directors.

May your soul rest in peace, Father Emir.

Rashad Mabger
Secretary General
Arab-Hellenic Chamber

The Emir and the State
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His Highness Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa 
Al Thani and Her Highness Sheikha 

Moza bint Nasser with the World Cup 
trophy following the announcement 

that Qatar would host the 2022 
FIFA World Cup, Zurich, Switzerland, 

December 2, 2010
[Philippe Desmazes/AFP]

German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel, centre, with His 
Highness Sheikh and Her 
Highness Sheikha Moza 
during their visit to Berlin on 
September 29, 2010.
[Johannes Eisele/AFP]

His Highness with French 
President François 

Hollande during his visit 
to the Élysée Palace in 

Paris on August 22, 2012 
[John van Hasselt/Corbis 

via Getty Images]
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His Highness and Her 
Highness Sheikha Moza 
with Queen Elizabeth II 
and Prince Philip during 
a state visit to Windsor 

Castle, England, on 
October 26, 2010

[Ben Stansall/PA Images 
via alamy]

His Highness in Gaza City greets 
Palestinians as He arrives to lay the 
foundation for a Qatari-funded 
rehabilitation centre on 
October 23, 2012
[Hatem Moussa-Pool/Getty Images]

His Highness during his address at 
the Millennium Development Goals 

Summit at the United Nations 
headquarters in New York on 

September 20, 2010, in support of 
the UN’s efforts to reduce poverty, 

hunger and disease and improve 
education and equality.

[Emmanuel Dunand/AFP]
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TESTIMONIALS

It is clear that creative alliances and a 
common vision - constitute the "fuel" for 
the development, and strengthening of our 
bilateral relations. At the same time, these 
fields, constitute the best fortress in times 
of economic and geopolitical challenges. 
Health, knowledge, the exchange of knowhow 
and innovation can be the new "common 
language" of cooperation between our 
peoples, a language that transcends borders, 

builds trust and creates lasting value for future generations.

Julia Tsetis
President and CEO
Tsetis Pharmaceutical Group & BoD Member
Arab-Hellenic Chamber, Greece 

I would like to express my sincere 
appreciation to the organizers for the 
excellent planning and execution of 
this important event. The high level of 
participation, the quality of the discussions, 
and the warm hospitality contributed to a 
truly productive and enriching experience. 
Such events play a vital role in fostering 
mutual understanding and creating 
new opportunities for collaboration in 
healthcare and beyond.

H.E. Mohammad Ali SH. Alroumi
Ambassador of the State of Kuwait
Athens

Iraq highly values initiatives that strengthen 
regional collaboration and open new 
pathways for cooperation and therefore, we 
look forward to providing our unconditional 
support for such efforts, which foster 
dialogue and build bridges between our 
regions, in the years ahead.

Nazdar Sherzad
Chargé d’ Affaires a.i
Embassy of the Republic of Iraq, Athens The conference provided an excellent 

platform for meaningful networking 
with industry stakeholders and enabled 
a startup like ours to connect with key 
decision-makers and innovators across 
healthcare, entrepreneurship and shipping. 
For Health4Crew, this kind of international 
dialogue is especially important. The 
event helped us highlight how innovation 
in maritime healthcare can create shared 
value across these regions and open new 
opportunities for collaboration.

Kostas Saridakis
Co-founder
Health4Crew, Greece 

The convergence of healthcare innovation, 
cutting-edge technology, and cross-border 
collaboration at this event was nothing short 
of inspiring. Delving into how AI can actively 
extend human healthspan and revolutionize 
patient care alongside such distinguished 
global experts highlighted the massive 
potential of this partnership.

Lubna Ghosn
Managing Director- Founder 
Medicaltancy Consultants,
United Arab Emirates

My sincere appreciation goes to the 
organizers for the outstanding quality of 
this flagship event, rooted in Greece's rich 
medical heritage — from Hippocrates to 
Galen. I look forward to another successful 
3rd edition and strongly advocate for this 
must-attend conference becoming an annual 
gathering, as we collectively shape the future 
of global health innovation.

Dr. Danielle Tobias
Pharmacist, International PR Advisor
Morocco

It was a privilege and honor to participate 
in such a distinguished event that brought 
together healthcare professionals and 
institutions to strengthen cooperation 
and exchange expertise. The conference 
provided an excellent platform for 
meaningful dialogue and valuable 
networking opportunities. I sincerely 
appreciate your efforts and the dedication 
of the organizing team in delivering a 
successful and impactful conference. 

Dr. Mohammed Ba Yashot
Medical Field for Drugs and Medical Supplies Consultant
Yemen

2nd Arab-Hellenic Health Conference
At hen s ,

10 -11  Ju ne

2 0 2 62o Αραβο-Ελληνικό Συνέδριο για την Υγεία

Congratulations for the event as well as the 
lovely accommodation and hospitality. It 
was an opportunity for us to meet partners 
from the Arabic countries and find new 
partners, expanding new possibilities of 
collaboration and partnership.

Athanassios Archondikis
Vice President
Chief Operations Officer & Business Excellence Coordinator
Tsetis Pharmaceutical Group (OFET), Greece 
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It was a great honour and pleasure to attend 
the “2nd Arab-Hellenic Health Conference”.

My sincere thanks to the Latakia Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry for the invitation, 
and to all the organisers, speakers, and 
participants who made this conference such a 
distinguished and enriching experience. I truly 
enjoyed being part of this remarkable event 
and greatly appreciate everyone's efforts.

Dr. Mazen Sayed Rassas
Manager & Owner
Alnada Hospital 
Latakia, Syria

I would like to congratulate the Arab-Hellenic 
Chamber and all the organizers for delivering 
such a successful event, and I look forward to 
participating in future initiatives that continue 
to strengthen the ties between Greece and 
the Arab world.

Spiros Dimotsantos
President & CEO
MEDICON HELLAS S.A., Greece 

What I experienced in this conference 
went far beyond formal dialogue. It was 
a meeting of minds and hearts across 
borders. Despite our different languages, 
systems, and realities, there was a shared 
understanding that healthcare begins where 
human connection exists.

Rayane Al Sheikh
Patient Advocate
Patient Affairs Office
American University of Beirut Medical Center, Lebanon 

What stood out was the expended focus, 
with strong emphasis on innovation and 
start-ups in areas like medical equipment and 
medical tourism. The strong participation of 
from different of Arab countries confirmed 
that Greece is increasingly seen as a gateway 
for health services in the region. Most 
importantly, we are moving from theory to 
concrete action.

Dr Nimer G. Shaheen
Professor of Surgery
Greece 

I had the honor to participate in the “2nd 
Arab-Hellenic Health Conference”, a 
really well-organized event to promote 
business development in the Health Sector 
between Greece and Arab Countries. We 
had the opportunity to meet with KOLs and 
discover more about bilateral opportunities. 
I wish best results and constructive 
conclusions towards the next event.

Antonis Sakaloglou, Ph.D. 
Commercial Lead
CHARAMI S.A., Greece

The discussions 
confirmed that the 
Arab-Greek corridor 
is uniquely positioned 
for healthcare 
innovation - provided 
we treat correct, 
complete, and 
consistent data as 
the foundation of 
Artificial Intelligence, 
not its byproduct. 

Alexander Tryba
Principal Consultant
Exelcis 

What stayed with me was 
the shared determination 
in the room, not simply 
to exchange ideas, but to 
build something lasting 
together. My sincere thanks 
and congratulations to 
the Chamber for an event 
that was both thoughtfully 
organized and genuinely 
meaningful.

Alex Bensenousi
Senior Project Manager and Business Developer
AINIGMA technologies, Greece

The high scientific level, 
engaging discussions, 
and excellent 
organization created an 
inspiring environment for 
exchanging knowledge 
and strengthening 
partnerships. I am 
honored to have been 
part of such a valuable 
event and look forward 
to future editions.

Dr. Thanos Paraschos
Fertility Specialist & Director
EmBIO Medical Center, Greece 

TESTIMONIALS

2nd Arab-Hellenic Health Conference
At hen s ,

10 -11  Ju ne

2 0 2 62o Αραβο-Ελληνικό Συνέδριο για την Υγεία

The uncertain times we live in, with 
the power of technology and AI tools, 
teach us that science drives innovation, 
competition is constant and how all 
industries must think with an international 
horizon but also respect for people, just 
as the Tsetis Pharmaceutical Group of 
companies does. 

Vlasia Aronis
Research and Development Scientist
InterMed Pharmaceutical
Laboratories S.A., Greece 
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Interview with H.E. Mohammed Sbihi, 
Ambassador of His Majesty King 

Mohammed VI of Morocco

As of this issue, the Arab-Hellenic Chamber is introducing a series of interviews with Arab Ambassa-
dors accredited to the Hellenic Republic. We are delighted to start with H.E. Mohammed Sbihi, Am-
bassador of His Majesty King Mohammed VI of Morocco, and Dean of the Arab Diplomatic Corps, 
to shed light on Morocco’s development and growth and highlight opportunities for partnership with 
Greek businesses.

July 30th marks the anniversary of 
the accession of His Majesty King 
Mohammed VI to the Throne of the 

Kingdom of Morocco in 1999. What would you identify 
as the most significant achievements of the Kingdom 
during His Majesty's reign, and what are the priorities 
that will shape Morocco's future?

As an Ambassador of His Majesty the King, I would like to 
start with that the list of achievements we have witnessed 
under His Majesty King Mohammed VI is long and the de-
velopment and growth are impressive. Let’s start with our 
country’s motorway network, which has grown sixfold 
over the past decades (3000Km), and the Al Boraq high-
speed rail network (launched in 2018) which connects 
Tangier and Casablanca over approximately 350 km. Mo-
rocco is the first African country to operate a high-speed 
rail line and its extension to Agadir is underway and will 
be operational by 2029. At the same time, the Tanger 
Med port complex, which became operational in 2007, 
ranks among the world’s largest ports, with connections 
to more than 180 ports in 70 countries, while the Dakhla 
port (the largest deep-water port in Africa on the Atlantic 
coast), which will connect Sahel countries (Chad, Niger, 
Mali and Burkina Faso) to the Atlantic Ocean, is 65% 
complete and is expected to become operational in 2029. 

In the energy sector, Morocco is embracing sustainabili-
ty, with renewable energy accounting for approximately 
50% of installed electricity generation capacity. In the 
aerospace sector, we have marked significant growth, 
with Morocco now being an integrated industrial plat-
form hosting major international groups. The automo-
tive industry has become the Kingdom’s leading export 
sector, driven by the industrial ecosystems of Tangier 
and Kenitra, and the network of industrial zones and lo-
gistics platforms has expanded considerably to support 
investment and exports. The automotive exports now 
exceed €10 billion annually, and last but certainly not 
least, the social protection generalization programme, 
launched in 2021, represents one of the most signifi-
cant social reforms in the Kingdom’s history.

Of course, the future awaits and Morocco aims to 
achieve 60% of electricity generation from renewable 
energy sources by 2030 (compared with approximate-
ly 50% today), it has set the objective of welcoming 
26 million tourists by 2030, following the registration 
of 20 million tourists in 2025, and, finally, the country 
aims to become an African hub for green hydrogen pro-
duction by 2030. We believe that all these objectives 
are achievable and feasible under the steady reign of our 
Majesty, King Mohammed VI.
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“MEET THE ARAB AMBASSADORS” 
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Greece and Morocco share a long history of cultural 
affinity and geographical proximity, yet there remains 
considerable potential to expand bilateral trade. What 
opportunities would you encourage Greek entrepreneurs 
and business leaders to explore in Morocco? Conversely, 
which Moroccan products, services, or industries do you 
believe have a potential to establish a stronger presence 
in the Greek market?

Morocco offers a plethora of opportunities for Greek En-
trepreneurs but first, I would like to remind you that there 
are several Greek companies already present in Moroc-
co which contribute, with their expertise, to the remark-
able development taking place across all regions of the 
country. Archirodon is constructing a port in the southern 
provinces with an investment of €1 billion, CCC is active 
in the mining sector, while others operate in technology, 
and several companies are currently preparing to establish 
operations in the energy and water desalination sectors. 

At the same time, Morocco is becoming a major player 
in clean energy, with the objective of exceeding 60% of 
installed electricity capacity from renewable sources by 
2030. The Kingdom is investing heavily in solar energy, 
wind power, green hydrogen and related infrastructure. 
Thus, Greek-Moroccan partnerships could emerge around 
industrial decarbonisation projects, particularly to meet 
Europe’s growing demand for green energy. Seawater de-
salination also represents a promising area, with around 

ten planned facilities, three of which have already been 
completed. 

In the food and agriculture sector, Greece has strong ex-
pertise in high-value-added Mediterranean products (olive 
oil, dairy products, organic agriculture, etc.), which could 
be adapted to the needs of the Moroccan market, with 
nearly 38 million consumers, while also providing access 
to African markets. 

In the hospitality sector, both countries have strong 
but complementary tourism identities. Morocco aims to 
welcome more than 26 million tourists by 2030, while 
Greece receives more than 35 million international visi-
tors annually. Greek companies could therefore explore 
opportunities in hotel development, digital tourism 
solutions, and travel packages combining Greek and 
Moroccan destinations;

Aquaculture and fisheries are two other promising sectors 
where Greek operators could develop partnerships along-
side Scandinavian and Western European companies.

Road construction represents another potential niche 
for Greek companies, as Morocco continues to expand 
its motorway network. The recent opening of the Donald 
Trump motorway, linking Tangier (Tanger Med Port) to 
the Mauritanian border, has completed a 2,500 km stra-
tegic road connection. 



www.arabhellenicchamber.gr

14

Lastly, the construction of the 6,900 km gas pipeline 
linking 13 African countries, from Nigeria to Morocco, 
represents a strategic asset for Europe and the Mediter-
ranean in diversifying energy suppliers, particularly in the 
current geopolitical context affecting the Persian Gulf. 
Greek expertise is also an advantage, as the pipeline is 
expected to transport 30 billion cubic metres annually.

On the other hand, Greece, as a strategic gateway to the 
European Union market, provides a number of opportu-
nities for Moroccan companies. Moroccan products with 
strong export potential include citrus fruits, argan oil 
and seafood, thanks to their quality, competitiveness and 
growing demand among European consumers. Moroc-
co can also strengthen its appeal among Greek visitors 
through partnerships between travel agencies and en-
hanced cultural exchanges and lastly, the strategic geo-
graphical positions of both countries offer significant po-
tential for cooperation in maritime logistics: The Tanger 
Med port complex, connected to more than 180 ports in 
70 countries, and Greece’s major ports, particularly Pi-
raeus, can further strengthen trade flows between Africa, 
Europe and the Mediterranean region.

As Morocco continues to strengthen its position both 
within Africa and on the international stage, how do 
you see the Kingdom's relationship with Europe evolv-
ing? In this context, what role can Greece, with its own 
strategic position in the Mediterranean and its long-
standing ties with the Arab world, play in deepening 
Morocco's engagement with Europe?

Greece and Morocco share a Mediterranean vision based 
on dialogue between cultures, cooperation, and region-
al stability. Their partnership can therefore contribute to 
building a more integrated Euro-Mediterranean space, 
where Morocco would be not only a partner of Europe, 
but also a key player in strengthening ties and fostering 
rapprochement between Europe and Africa.

Morocco has emerged as an increasingly attractive 
destination for international investors, supported by 
its political stability, strategic geographical position, 
and evolving legal and economic framework. Could you 
give us an overview of the principal sectors currently 
attracting foreign direct investment?

“MEET THE ARAB AMBASSADORS” 
INTERVIEW
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“MEET THE ARAB AMBASSADORS” 
INTERVIEW

Morocco, which has emerged as one of Africa’s leading 
industrial economies, is attracting increasing foreign 
investment thanks to its stability, its strategic position 
between Europe and Africa, and the continuous improve-
ment of its business environment. The main sectors at-
tracting investors’ interest include the automotive in-
dustry, aerospace, renewable energy, green hydrogen, 
agribusiness, tourism, and digital technologies. Through 
its modern infrastructure and its role as a regional plat-
form, Morocco provides international companies with 
opportunities to access African, European, and Mediter-
ranean markets.

During your tenure as Ambassador of His Majesty King 
Mohammed VI to Greece, bilateral relations have gained 
further momentum, particularly in the fields of culture 
and heritage. The recent Morocco Craftsmanship Week, 
held last May, was an excellent example of this growing 
cooperation. How do you assess the impact and out-
come of such initiatives, and what new areas of cul-
tural or institutional cooperation are currently being 
explored with the Greek Government?

Beyond handicrafts and heritage, new areas of cooper-
ation are being explored, particularly in the fields of re-
search, culture, education, academic mobility, and heri-
tage preservation. The objective is to strengthen a lasting 
dialogue between Morocco and Greece, based on mutual 
understanding, knowledge sharing, and the exchange of 
experiences.

Morocco has long held a special place in the imagina-
tion of writers, artists, filmmakers, and travellers from 
around the world. In your view, what makes Morocco 
such a distinctive and enduring destination for celebri-
ties and international audience?

Beyond its landscapes, Morocco is home to one of the 
world’s oldest monarchies, second only to Japan’s in 
terms of longevity. The authenticity of its cultural iden-
tity, the beauty of its craftsmanship, its gastronomy, and 
the hospitality of its people are also key elements that 
make Morocco a unique destination. The country has suc-
ceeded in preserving its identity while remaining open to 
the world, which explains its appeal to creators, travel-
lers, and the international public.

You currently serve as the Dean of the Arab Diplomatic 
Corps in Greece, a position of considerable diplomat-
ic significance. How would you describe the role and 
contribution of the Arab Diplomatic Corps in strength-
ening diplomatic, economic, cultural, and business ties 
between the Arab world and Greece?

The Arab diplomatic corps in Greece plays an essential 
role in strengthening dialogue and cooperation between 
Greece and the Arab world by promoting political, 
economic, cultural, and people-to-people exchanges. 
Through coordination among the various Arab diplomat-
ic missions, it helps build bridges of mutual understanding 
and foster partnerships in areas of common interest, such 
as trade, energy, tourism, culture, and regional stability. 
In this context, it serves as a vital link between the two 
shores of the Mediterranean, reinforcing historic relations 
while opening new avenues for cooperation.

Finally, looking back on your years of service in Greece, 
which aspects of the country and its people have left 
the strongest impression on you? What hopes do you 
have for the future of Greek-Moroccan relations?

Greece is a country full of potential. Since my arrival, I 
have continuously met people who are deeply attached 
to their culture and committed to preserving their identi-
ty. I have discovered a hardworking people determined to 
build a better future for their children.

While Greece’s history is remarkable, its future is even 
more promising. The Mediterranean is also part of my 
identity as a Moroccan, and I have never felt truly far 
from home, as our traditions and customs are so closely 
connected that I feel very much at ease here.

My mission in Greece is still ongoing, and I remain con-
vinced that the best is yet to come at every level, particu-
larly in further strengthening the ties between Greece and 
Morocco. Inshallah.
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NEWS FROM THE ARAB EMBASSIES 

Ambassador Omar Amer of 
Egypt receives the Highest 

Honor by the Hellenic State

President Constantine Tassioulas of the Hellenic Republic awarded H.E. Omar 
Amer, Ambassador of the Arab Republic of Egypt to Greece, the Grand Cross 
of the Order of the Phoenix, which is considered one of the highest honors by 
the Greek state. This award acknowledges the role and devotion of Ambassador 
Omar and his efforts to strengthen and consolidate Egyptian-Hellenic relations 
throughout his tenure as Egypt's Ambassador to Greece during the period 2022 
– 2026.

Ambassador Omar has played a 
significant role during his tenure 
and the cooperation extended 
to different domains, political, 
economic, and cultural. The 
Egyptian – Hellenic relations 
have maintained throughout the 
centuries the highest form of 
friendly cooperation and relations 
between nations and their people. 

For his part, Ambassador Omar 
expressed his deep pride in this honor, extending his sincere thanks 
and appreciation to the President of the Hellenic Republic for this 
high recognition. He also expressed his gratitude to the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and senior Greek government officials for their sincere 
and constructive support and cooperation with the Egyptian Embassy 
throughout his tenure. He emphasized that this honor embodies the 
depth of the distinguished relations between Egypt and Greece and 
reflects their unprecedented development across various fields.

We, at the Arab-Hellenic Chamber, would like to seize this opportunity 
to congratulate our friend, Ambassador Omar, for this honor and to 
wish him all the best in his future endeavours.
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Welcoming the Newly-Designated 
Ambassador of the Kingdom of 

Saudi Arabia to Greece

On August 17th, His Royal Highness Prince 
Saud bin Abdulmohsen bin Abdulaziz Al 
Saud, arrived to Athens, Greece, as the 
newly-designated Ambassador of the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to Greece. On 
August 21st, HRHP Ambassador Saud 
presented his credentials to Chief of 
Protocol at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and, in due course, will present them to 
the President of the Hellenic Republic.

HRH Prince Saud has an outstanding, long 
career in the public sector of his country. 
He served as Director of the Housing 
Administration and Environment Affairs of 
the Central Planning Authority, and later 
became the Coordination and Monitoring 
Director of the Saudi Ministry of Health. HRH Prince Saud was the Deputy Governor of the Makkah region from 1976 
until 1979, and Vice-Emir of the Makkah region from 1979. In 1999, he was designated Emir of the Hail region. Since 
its creation in 2002, he served as President of the High Authority for the development of the Hail region, and, in 2016 
HRH Prince Saud became a Special Advisor to the King, the Guardian of the Two Holy Mosques.

HRH Prince Saud holds a Bachelor’s degree in Administrative Science from Menlo Park University, California, and 
was awarded the Knight Sash of the First order from the King of Malaysia and the Medal “Al-Haram Al-Sharif” of the 
deceased King Khalid bin Abdulaziz of Saudi Arabia.

The Saudi – Hellenic relations are exemplary in every aspect and are going through an advanced phase of coordination 
and close cooperation in all domains. We, at the Arab-Hellenic Chamber would like to assure HRH Prince Saud of 
our unwavering support to work closely with him during his assignment to Greece to further enhance the relations 
between the two countries’ business communities.



Egypt National Day

The Embassy of the Arab Republic of Egypt in 
Athens hosted a reception to commemorate 
the 74th anniversary of the Glorious 23 July 
Revolution.

H.E. Ioannis Loverdos, Deputy Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, attended the reception as 
the guest of honor. The event was attended 
by high-level dignitaries, among them the 
Chief of the Hellenic Armed Forces General 
Staff, senior officials from the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs and National Defence, 
representatives of Greek institutions, 
Ambassadors accredited to Greece and 
members of the diplomatic corps, along with 
participation of businessmen and some of the 
Egyptian community in Greece.

During the reception, Counsellor Amr Yousry, 
Chargé d'Affaires a.i. of the Embassy of Egypt 
in Athens, delivered a speech in which he 
highlighted the special relations between 

Egypt and Greece across various domains and reaffirmed the Embassy's commitment to strengthening this partnership 
in every aspect. 

On this occasion, we at the Arab-Hellenic Chamber wish to convey to Counsellor Yousry our best wishes for continued 
progress and achievement for the Egyptian people in every field, and to assure the Embassy of Egypt in Athens of our 
commitment to working together to further strengthen the existing friendly and exemplary ties between Egypt and 
Greece, building on the achievements accomplished and looking forward to even greater progress in the period ahead.
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Reception on the Occasion 
of the 27th Anniversary of the 

Accession of His Majesty King 
Mohammed VI to the Throne

On the occasion of the 27th anniversary of the accession 
of His Majesty King Mohammed VI to the Throne of 
His Glorious Ancestors, the Embassy of the Kingdom 
of Morocco to the Hellenic Republic hosted an official 
reception on Thursday, 30 July 2026, at its Residence in 
Athens.

The ceremony brought together numerous distinguished 
guests representing the Greek authorities, the diplomatic 
corps, political, military, academic, economic and cultural 
circles, as well as members of civil society.

The reception also provided an opportunity to highlight the 
excellent relations of friendship and cooperation between 

the Kingdom of Morocco and the Hellenic Republic. Guests praised the quality of the bilateral partnership and 
reaffirmed their shared commitment to further strengthening exchanges and cooperation in the political, economic, 
commercial, cultural and academic fields.

The ceremony took place in a warm and cordial atmosphere, reflecting the bonds of friendship that unite Morocco 
and Greece.
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Umayyad mosque in Damascus, Syria
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Welcoming Ms. Lamia AlHariri

Ambassador Lamia AlHariri arrived to Athens last month and 
embarked on her new assignment as the Syrian Chargé d’Affaires to 
Greece. 

Ambassador AlHariri has a long diplomatic career since 1992 at 
the Syrian Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Damascus. She has served 
at Syrian diplomatic missions in Paris and London in various roles, 
including Press Attaché, Cultural Attaché, and Consul. She subsequently 
returned to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, serving as Third Secretary 
and Director of the Department of American Affairs.

From 2009 to 2012, Ambassador AlHariri served as Chargé d’Affaires 
at the Embassy of the Syrian Arab Republic in Nicosia, Cyprus. In 
2012, she defected as a result of the atrocities perpetrated by the 
Assad regime, and moved to Doha, Qatar, where she worked as an 
Arabic Language Professor at the Translation and Language Institute 
of the Qatar Foundation, and later as an Assistant Professor of Arabic 
Language and Middle Eastern Studies in California, USA, until 2025.

She resumed her diplomatic career with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and was appointed Chargé d’Affaires en pied of the Embassy of the 
Syrian Arab Republic in Athens, Greece, in August 2026.

Ambassador Lamia AlHariri holds an M.A. in Institutional and 
Technical Translation (Arabic–English) from the University of 
Westminster, London, and postgraduate credentials in Arabic–French 
translation and a B.A. in French Language and Literature from Damascus University.

We were delighted that Ambassador AlHariri paid a courtesy visit to our Chamber and met the Secretary General, 
Rashad Mabger. The two exchanged views and touched upon various subjects of interest and relevant to the Syrian 
– Greek relations which they agreed that in the coming period the relations will take another dynamic in all business 
domains. We would like to seize this opportunity to assure Ambassador Lamia of our utmost intention to work closely 
with Her Excellency during her assignment to Greece.
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New Faces at our Chamber’s Board of Directors
In our pursue for diversity and inclusion, we are pleased to welcome the new Board Members 

from Greece, Morocco, Saudi Arabia, and Yemen.
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Taoufik Kamil
President, National Federation of Real Estate 
Developers (FNPI) 
Member of Parliament
Founder of real estate and advisory group
Kingdom of Morocco

For more information:
https://fnpimaroc.net/ 
https://www.chambredesrepresentants.ma/en/m/tkamil 

Eng. Khalid Al-Othman
Owner and Chairman, Imar Engineering 
Consultants
Co-Founder & CEO, Mubadarah for Saudi 
Development
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

For more information:
https://imar.com.sa/
https://me.sh/profile/khalid-al-othman 

Ali Al-Yousefi
Owner & CEO
Ultimate Solutions S.A.
Republic of Egypt, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 
and Republic of Yemen 

For more information:
https://yemensoft.com/en/home/ 

Souha Katerina Mousbeh
Founder & Managing Director
MIDEAST Travel Worldwide
Greece

For more information:
https://mideast.gr/en/ 

Athanasia Dakou
Chief Executive Officer, HELIOS Pasta Industry S.A.
Board Member, Dakos Mills S.A.
Greece

For more information:
https://www.heliospasta.com/ 
https://www.dakosmills.gr/ 

Dr. Maria-Eleni Dimotsantou
Chief Scientific Officer
Medicon Hellas S.A. 
Greece

For more information:
https://www.mediconsa.com/en 

Dr. Andreas 
Iliopoulos 
(assigned)
Lieutenant General 
(Retired)
Greece

Panagiotis Kamposos 
(assigned)
Managing Director
Congenius Consulting & 
Systems 
Greece

For more information:
https://congenius.gr/ 

Leonidas Koufos 
(assigned)
Lawyer
Greece
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Olympia Forum VII Held 
under the Auspices of the 

Arab-Hellenic Chamber

The Arab-Hellenic Chamber is pleased to announce that Olympia Forum VII will be held under its auspices, taking 

place from 29 September to 1 October 2026 at the premises of the International Olympic Academy in Ancient 

Olympia, Greece.

This year’s Forum, themed “Development in an Era of Major Change: Technology, Energy, Production and Resilient 

Regions,” aims to serve as an important platform for dialogue and the exchange of ideas among representatives 

of government, the business community, local and regional authorities, academia and international organisations, 

focusing on the challenges and opportunities shaping the new era of development.

The Arab-Hellenic Chamber actively supports initiatives that strengthen international dialogue, foster innovation and 

sustainable development, and promote cooperation among countries. Through such initiatives, the Chamber seeks to 

help create new opportunities for entrepreneurship, investment and economic cooperation.

The Chamber’s decision to place Olympia Forum VII under its auspices reflects the significance of the Forum as 

a meeting point for representatives of public administration, the business community, academia and civil society. 

Bringing together stakeholders from across these sectors, the Forum provides a valuable platform for sharing 

knowledge, developing policy proposals and strengthening international partnerships.

The Arab-Hellenic Chamber extends its best wishes for a successful Olympia Forum VII and looks forward to further 

strengthening cooperation and ties between Greece and the Arab world.



ACCI Women’s Entrepreneurship 
& Leadership Award 

Presented To Julia Tsetis

At a distinguished event dedicated to business excellence, 
innovation, and the strengthening of Greece’s productive 
economy, the Athens Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (ACCI) honored companies and business leaders 
whose achievements and contributions play a pivotal 
role in advancing the growth, competitiveness, and 
international presence of the Greek economy.

During the official ACCI Awards Ceremony, held at the 
Athens Concert Hall under the auspices of the Presidency 
of the Hellenic Republic, Julia Tsetis, President & CEO 
of the Tsetis Pharmaceutical Group, was presented with 
the Women’s Entrepreneurship & Leadership Award in 
recognition of her longstanding contribution to Greek 
industry through strategic vision, innovation, and 
leadership that creates value and fosters economic and 
social progress. The award was presented by Greece’s 
Minister of National Defence, Nikos Dendias.

In her acceptance speech, Julia Tsetis stated:
“Leadership today must combine vision, resilience, social 
responsibility, and a meaningful investment in people. I 
firmly believe that modern entrepreneurship should serve 
a broader purpose: creating growth with a positive social 
impact, fostering knowledge, investing in innovation, 
and creating opportunities for the next generation in our 
country. In a world changing at unprecedented speed, we 
have a responsibility to shape a new productive and social 
model built on greater inclusion, more opportunities, 
and stronger confidence in the capabilities of our people. 
This is the true leadership challenge of our time”.
 
Julia Tsetis dedicated this distinguished award to her 
mother, Sonia Papanikolaou Tseti, a pharmacist whose 
forward-thinking spirit, entrepreneurial instinct, and 
unwavering dedication served as a lifelong source of 
inspiration.

“Through her tireless example, she taught us from an 
early age that science, consistency, hard work, and quiet 
commitment to society can leave a meaningful and 
lasting impact on people’s lives”, she said emotionally.

Opening the ceremony, ACCI President Ioannis Bratakos 
highlighted the dynamism demonstrated by Greek 
entrepreneurship in an increasingly complex and rapidly 
evolving international environment. He emphasized the 
need for a new national productive framework built 
on innovation, technology, skills development, and 
outward-looking growth. As he noted, the next major 
challenge is the transition to a new production model 
that generates higher added value and strengthens the 
competitiveness of the Greek economy.

SPECIAL INSERTION
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UNI-PHARMA 
donates 106 defibrillators 

to NKUA in memory of 
Professor Ioanna Andreadou

The Tsetis Pharmaceutical Group, on the 
initiative of its President, Julia Tsetis, has made 
a donation of significant social and symbolic 
value to the National and Kapodistrian 
University of Athens, dedicated to the memory 
of the late Professor Ioanna Andreadou of the 
Department of Pharmacy, School of Health 
Sciences, NKUA.

The donation includes 106 Automated 
External Defibrillators (AEDs) and an equal 
number of first-aid kits, which are already 
being installed across NKUA facilities in Attica 
and Evia, substantially enhancing the safety of 
students, academic staff, and visitors.

The donation was announced by NKUA Rector 
Gerasimos Siasos and Julia Tsetis, President of 

the Tsetis Pharmaceutical Group, during a memorial event held in honor of Professor Ioanna Andreadou on June 3, 2026.

Opening the event, NKUA Rector Professor Gerasimos Siasos highlighted Ioanna Andreadou’s significant contribution 
to the advancement of pharmaceutical science and thanked Julia Tsetis for this significant contribution to the NKUA.

In her address, Julia Tsetis spoke with deep emotion about Ioanna Andreadou, emphasizing her outstanding scientific 
career and lasting contribution to research and academia. 

As she stated:
“The donation of 106 defibrillators to the NKUA is not merely a donation of equipment. It is a meaningful act of 
remembrance and a way for Ioanna to continue contributing to human life”.
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On July 1st 2026, Qaisar Hijazin, Secretary General of 
the Arab-Belgian-Luxembourg Chamber of Commerce 
(ABLCC), was awarded the "Medal of Officer of the 
Order of Leopold," by order of King Philippe of Belgium. 
The medal was presented by François Cornet-Delesius, 
Director of the Middle East and North Africa Department 
at the Belgian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, in the presence 
of Belgian officials, Arab Ambassadors, and Belgian 
businessmen. 

This recognition comes in appreciation of the distinguished 
record of our colleague and friend, Qaisar, in serving 
Arab-Belgian relations since 2006. During these two 
decades, Qaisar has been instrumental in highlighting the 
Chamber's role its position in strengthening Arab-Belgian 

ties through its fruitful activities and its effective role 
in organizing reciprocal business delegations between 
Belgian businessmen and their Arab counterparts. Added 
to Qaiser’s record is his role in building constructive 
relations with Arab Ambassadors and officials in Belgium 
and the European Union, as well as his close connection 
with the member companies of his Chamber. 

We congratulate Qaisar on this prestigious honor, the 
significance of which extends to the importance of the 
work of joint Arab-foreign Chambers and their role in 
strengthening relations between our Arab countries 
and their host countries, and the need to support these 
Chambers with all possible means and resources.

Congratulations, Qaisar!

NEWS FROM THE ARAB - 
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On 29 June 2026, the Arab Belgian Luxembourg 
Chamber of Commerce, together with the Union of 
Arab Chambers and the Joint Arab Foreign Chambers 
in Europe, convened a closed dialogue between the 
Syrian private sector and the European Commission. The 
meeting brought together DG MENA of the European 
Commission, the Federation of Syrian Chambers of 
Commerce and the heads of several of its committees, 
the Federation of Syrian Chambers of Industry, Syrian 
companies in pharmaceuticals, food, industry, steel and 
fashion, a number of Arab and Arab-European chambers 
of commerce, and a group of European companies with a 
concrete interest in the Syrian market.

The dialogue came at a genuine turning point. The 
European Union lifted its economic sanctions on 

Syria in May 2025, keeping only targeted measures on 
security grounds and against the former leadership, and 
fully resumed the 1978 Cooperation Agreement that 
frames trade between the two sides. During her visit to 
Damascus in January 2026, the President of the European 
Commission announced a package of 620 million euros 
for socio-economic recovery and humanitarian aid, 
within a total bilateral contribution of 455 million euros 
for 2024–2027 built around three priorities: institution 
building, socio-economic recovery, and transitional 
justice.

A strong Greek presence on the European side

For the members of the Arab-Hellenic Chamber, one of 
the most encouraging features of the meeting was the 

Europe and Syria Reconnect: 
A Closed Dialogue Between the Syrian Private 

Sector and the European Commission
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visible engagement of companies from, or deeply rooted 
in, the Greek business community. The European private-
sector delegation included Archirodon, the international 
marine and infrastructure contractor; Consolidated 
Contractors Company (CCC), the Athens-headquartered 
international engineering and construction group; PPC 
(Public Power Corporation of Greece), the country’s 
leading electricity utility; Weiss Hellas – Interna, the 
Greek manufacturer of metal ceiling systems and 
interior construction solutions; and TTSA, the Greek 
telecommunications and satellite connectivity company.

Their profiles matched, almost point by point, the 
priorities voiced around the table: port development 
and marine works — including early discussions on the 
Latakia port project — large-scale construction and 
complex industrial plants, power generation and energy 
infrastructure, building materials for reconstruction, 
and the digital connectivity that Syria’s weak internet 
infrastructure so clearly requires. Greek companies, with 
their long experience in the Eastern Mediterranean and 
the Arab world, are naturally positioned to be among 
the first movers in Syria’s reconstruction — estimated by 
the World Bank at around 200 billion euros, a gap that 
public funds alone cannot fill and that must be bridged 
by the private sector and the development banks.

European participants also delivered a 
shared message to the Commission: EU 
money should support EU companies, 
given the intense competition from other 
regions. The Commission responded 
that it can back European firms through 
guarantees, blended finance and the 
development banks, and offered a 
dedicated meeting on exactly this 
question.

What the European Commission put on 
the table

The Commission presented three 
mutually reinforcing tracks for engaging 
the private sector: creating an enabling 
business environment and facilitating 
trade, notably through a demand-driven 
Technical Assistance Hub and a recently 

adopted investment law; de-risking investment through 
the European Fund for Sustainable Development, which 
offers guarantees and blended finance channelled 
through European and national development banks; 
and building connections and trust through information 
sharing and business events such as this one. Support 
to value chains — pharmaceuticals, olive oil, wheat — 
the rehabilitation of key infrastructure, and microfinance 
for SMEs form the core of the socio-economic recovery 
envelope.

Banking first: the binding constraint

One message dominated the meeting: without a working 
banking channel, there can be no proper business for 
either side. Although Syria as a country is no longer 
under sanctions, European banks remain cautious for 
lack of legal certainty over ownership and control of 
counterparties, and payments — including for food and 
medicine — are delayed or refused. Syrian exporters 
cannot collect the value of their invoices at home, and 
the devaluation of the Syrian pound, payment in local 
currency and unpaid dues have led, most dramatically, to 
an eighteen-month rupture in the supply of free medicines 
to Syrian patients. The Commission acknowledged 
the over-compliance problem directly, pointed to the 
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enhanced due diligence triggered by Syria’s FATF grey-
listing, and said it will consider assistance to help Syria 
exit the grey list. It offered to organize, in the short 
term, a banking and sanctions workshop together with a 
small joint banking committee.

Where the opportunities lie

Beyond finance, participants mapped out the sectors 
where recovery can start moving within the next 12 to 
24 months:

• Agriculture and agri-food exports, with cold chain and 
warehousing, supported by retraining of exporters on 
European norms and standards and a return of Syrian 
producers to fairs such as Anuga, SIAL and Alimentaria;

• Labour-intensive industry — garments, furniture, food 
— building on Syria’s most underused asset, its resilient 
and increasingly multilingual workforce;

• Water and energy, described as the most urgent of 
all: with leakage rates of 30–40% in major cities and 
boreholes running dry, desalination, water treatment and 
power generation were identified as keys to recovery;

• Logistics, ports and trade corridors, with wide 
agreement on Syria’s potential as a hub for Europe 
given its geography, and EU interest in regional rail and 
corridor projects;

• Construction and large infrastructure, where European 
contractors expressed clear interest in reconstruction, 
provided the banking system functions and guarantees — 
for instance from export credit agencies — are available;

• Skills and digital infrastructure, with the Federation 
launching an Education and Vocational Training 
Committee and, for the first time, a system of accredited 
professional certificates.

Next steps

The meeting closed as the first step in a continuing 
process. The private sector, with the support of the 
organising chambers, will submit a one-page list of 
concrete needs and regulatory points where EU action 
would matter most. The Commission will organise 
a hybrid banking and sanctions workshop with the 
department in charge of sanctions. And the convening 
chambers proposed a Syria Private Sector Recovery 
Platform — joining the Syrian, Arab and Arab-foreign 
chambers — to run business matching, an investment 
pipeline, SME support, market intelligence, regulatory 
dialogue and project preparation, and to serve as the 
structured channel through which EU funds for private-
sector projects can be monitored.

An expo is planned in Syria towards the end of the year, 
with interest already expressed by several large European 
engineering contractors. The Arab-Hellenic Chamber 
of Commerce and Development will keep its members 
informed of these initiatives and of the concrete 
opportunities they open for Greek business in the Syrian 
market.
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The 29th Arab-German Business Forum was successfully 
held in collaboration with Qatar Chamber, the German 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (DIHK), the Union 
of Arab Chambers, and the Council of Arab Ambassadors 
in Germany from 17–19 June 2026 under the theme: 
“Beyond Transformation: Intelligence, Innovation, and 
Impact.”

Held under the patronage of the German Federal Ministry 
for Economic Affairs and Energy and the Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry of the State of Qatar, the 
Forum welcomed the State of Qatar as Partner Country 
and brought together more than 450 distinguished 
participants and over 80 speakers, including senior 
government representatives, ambassadors, business 
leaders, investors, and experts from Germany and across 
the Arab world.

Ghorfa was particularly honored to welcome H.E. 
Mrs. Katherina Reiche, Federal Minister for Economic 
Affairs and Energy of Germany, and H.E. Dr. Ahmad Bin 
Mohammed Al Sayed, Minister of State for Foreign Trade 
Affairs of the State of Qatar, alongside numerous high-
level delegations from Germany and the Arab world. 
Their participation underscored the strategic importance 
of Arab-German business cooperation and the shared 
commitment to advancing trade, investment, innovation, 
and sustainable economic development.

Marking the 50th anniversary of the Ghorfa Arab-German 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, this year’s Forum 
once again demonstrated its role as the leading platform 
for Arab-German economic and business dialogue and 
cooperation.

NEWS FROM THE ARAB - 
FOREIGN JOINT CHAMBERS 

29th Arab-German Business Forum
Beyond Transformation:

Intelligence, Innovation, and Impact
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A key focus across all panels and round tables was the 
impact of current geopolitical developments and regional 
pressures, and how strengthened Arab-German business 
cooperation can jointly address these challenges and 
develop resilient, forward-looking solutions.

The discussions covered key themes including private 
sector-driven industrial transformation in the Arab 
region, Qatar’s role as a global investment hub, artificial 
intelligence and research & development, industrial 
supercorridors and regional growth, sustainable 
reconstruction and development, digital trust and 
resilience, resilient healthcare and hospitality systems, 
the energy-water nexus and sustainability, as well as 
international partnerships and diplomacy.

In addition to the forum’s sessions, numerous high-
level bilateral meetings, delegation visits, and B2B 

matchmaking sessions were hosted, creating valuable 
opportunities for direct exchange between companies, 
policymakers, investors, and decision-makers. These 
interactions opened new avenues for cooperation and 
laid the groundwork for future partnerships across key 
sectors.

The 29th Arab-German Business Forum reaffirmed 
that the future of Arab-German business relations lies 
in combining intelligence, innovation, and impactful 
collaboration. As both regions continue to navigate 
economic transformation and global challenges, 
the Forum highlighted the importance of trusted 
partnerships, forward-looking investments, and shared 
ambitions in driving sustainable growth and prosperity 
for the decades ahead. 
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CONTACT DETAILS
WEBSTER UNIVERSITY ATHENS
Contact Person: Anthi Kalomiri
Communication Department Head; Assistant Professor 
Corporate Partner Admissions Counselor
A: 9 Ipitou St., Athens 105 57, Greece
E: anthikalomiri29@webster.edu
T: +30 211 990 5329  M: +30 6932 576567
W: www.webster.edu.gr 

The Athens campus of Webster University (Webster Athen) is accepting applications for the 2026-27 academic year 
and offers Corporate Scholarships for employees and eligible family members of Arab and Greek businesses that are 
members of the Arab-Hellenic Chamber of Commerce & Development (AHCCD) and have established a corporate 

scholarship partnership with the university.

Scholarships are available for undergraduate, graduate and graduate certificate programs. The MBA and selected 
graduate certificate programs are offered on-site, online and live virtual classes.

The Webster University Walker School of Business & Technology offers graduate certificates that address today’s 
international business needs. The Graduate Certificate in Project Management prepares professionals to successfully 
deliver projects on time and within budget. Offered exclusively at Webster Athens, the Graduate Certificate in Oil 
& Gas, provides advanced knowledge of the petroleum industry, including upstream and downstream operations, 

energy markets and emerging global energy challenges.

Professionals can also enhance their leadership and management skills through Webster Athens’ Master of Business 
Administration ( MBA )and MA International Relations and Security Studies - ( IRSS ) programs.

For more information about programs and scholarship opportunities, contact:

Invest in Your Future with Webster Athens 
Corporate Scholarships
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STIRIXIS Group at Forbes 
Global Properties Annual Conference 2026

Held this June in Corfu, the Forbes Global Properties Annual Global Conference gathered over 100 representatives 
from more than 30 countries and 65 organizations across premium real estate and STIRIXIS Group was part of the 
conversation. Alex Athanassoulas, President and CEO, together with Elena Kyrnassiou-Athanassoula, Vice President and 
Executive Director, attended the conference. Alex took the stage with a keynote that challenged the room: “Beyond 
the Closing: Building Trust Through Delivery.”

His argument was straightforward. At the level of investment that defines this industry, the closing is not the finish 
line. It is where accountability truly begins. Ultra-high-net-worth clients can verify price, title, and due diligence. What 
they cannot verify is what happens in the year that follows. For that, they rely entirely on the people they trusted from 
day one.

This is precisely where STIRIXIS Group steps in complementing the real estate advisor’s services. Through the Value 
Creation Circle™, spanning Strategy, Design, Execution, and Evolution, the firm bridges the gap between vision and 
long-term performance. One accountable team, one contract, and one senior point of ownership cover the full journey, 
reducing fragmentation and handoff risk. A method refined over three decades, tested across 29 countries and 900 
completed projects, creating spaces and organizations that deliver well beyond handover.

On the sidelines, Alex engaged with distinguished personalities across the global luxury real estate landscape, 
exchanging views on a shared priority: high-performance investment projects that honour their promise long after the 
signature.

CONTACT DETAILS
STIRIXIS GROUP
T: +30 210 6138312

E: advance@stirixis.com

W: www.stirixisgroup.com
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Despite one of the most demanding periods the global natural stone 
industry has faced in recent years, IKTINOS HELLAS S.A. continues to 
demonstrate resilience, strategic vision and confidence in the future.

During its 2026 Annual General Meeting, shareholders approved the 
company's financial statements, elected a new Board of Directors for 
the next five-year term and endorsed a series of governance decisions 
that reinforce transparency and long-term corporate stability.

While 2025 was marked by slowing construction activity in China, rising 
energy costs, high interest rates and geopolitical uncertainty, IKTINOS 

maintained a turnover exceeding €30 million and preserved its strong international footprint, exporting premium Greek 
marble to more than 90 countries worldwide. Entering 2026, the company recorded an encouraging increase in first-quarter 
sales and improved profitability through a renewed commercial strategy and targeted pricing initiatives.

Although geopolitical developments in the Middle East temporarily affected export 
activity across the marble sector, IKTINOS views these conditions as external and 
short-term challenges rather than structural weaknesses. Backed by more than 
five decades of expertise, the company remains committed to strengthening its 
production capacity, investing in its quarries and expanding its global presence.

At the same time, discussions with the banking sector regarding financing 
restructuring are progressing positively, while the strategic development of 
the company's landmark tourism property in Sitia, Crete, continues to advance 
through its collaboration with Auberge Resorts Collection and the selection of an 
internationally renowned architectural firm.

With a renewed governance structure, a clear investment roadmap and a long-
term growth strategy, IKTINOS HELLAS reaffirms its commitment to creating 
sustainable value for shareholders, partners and customers worldwide while 
continuing to showcase the excellence of Greek marble on the international stage.

IKTINOS HELLAS Charts a Course for 
Sustainable Growth Amid Global Challenges

CONTACT DETAILS
STIRIXIS GROUP
T: +30 210 6138312

E: advance@stirixis.com

W: www.stirixisgroup.com

CONTACT DETAILS
IKTINOS HELLAS
Contact Person: Eng. KOSTAS PROTONOTARIOS, 
Export Sales Manager
A: 7 Likovrissis Str., 14452, Athens, Greece
T: +30 6948 870467 
E: kostasp@iktinos.gr 
W: www.iktinos.gr 
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New Logistic Center and Positive participation in 
biggest International Fair Interzoo 2026 

for Farma Friends ...

Farma Friends a leading producer in Pet food Industry, officially announces the opening of its newest, highly 
advanced logistics center located in Kalochori Thessaloniki Greece.

This strategic expansion represents a major milestone in the company’s growth. It significantly enhances supply 
chain efficiency and fulfills the increasing demands of our global customer base.

The new facility features: Advanced Automation, Expanded Capacity, Strategic Location.

Farma Friends is proud also to announce its highly successful participation at Interzoo 2026, the world’s leading 
international trade fair for the pet industry.

The event provided an exceptional platform to connect with global partners and showcase our latest market 
innovations. Our team experienced overwhelming engagement from international distributors, retailers, and 
industry experts. 

We extend our gratitude to everyone who visited our booth. 

CONTACT DETAILS
FARMA FRIENDS
Contact Person: Singiridou Eirini Single Member PC
Bird Food Production & Pet Food Trade 
A: Α' Parodos Marinou Antipa str. (Plat 289)
Kalochori 57009-Thessaloniki - Greece
T:  +30 2310 755941
M: +30 6975 062957 (WhatsApp & Viber number)
E: info@farmafriends.com  W: www.farmafriends.com 
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CONTACT DETAILS
EVYP CROP BIOSTIMULATION TECHNOLOGIES
Contact Person: Charis Kalopesas, 
Director of International Development
A: 23 Dodekanisou Street, 54626 Thessaloniki, Greece
T: +30 2310 542 151  M: +30 697 818 5153
E: c.kalopesas@evyp.gr
W: www.evyp.gr

EVYP Crop Biostimulation Technologies, a Greek manufacturer of plant 
biostimulants and insect attractants, is strengthening its presence across 
the Arab world through new commercial partnerships, registrations, field 
trials and targeted market development.

With more than five decades of experience, in-house production, quality 
control and R&D facilities in Thessaloniki, EVYP develops plant-origin 
amino acid biostimulants, innovative combinations with nutrients and 
microorganisms, and specialised solutions for sustainable crop production.

From 22 to 24 September, the EVYP team will attend Sahara Expo 2026 in Cairo, where the company is already 
progressing with product registrations and receiving growing interest from Egyptian distributors. From 19 to 22 
October, EVYP will exhibit at Saudi Agriculture 2026 in Riyadh, representing Greek agricultural innovation as the only 
Greek company currently listed among the exhibitors. Visitors can meet the team at Stand 4-493.

These activities build on EVYP’s established commercial presence in Tunisia and Lebanon, its recently launched 
cooperation in Algeria, and ongoing trials and market development in Morocco. The company is also exploring new 
opportunities in Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Jordan, Iraq, the UAE and other regional markets, seeking reliable long-term 
partners with strong technical and commercial capabilities.

EVYP Strengthens Its Presence Across Arab 
Agricultural Markets
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Special Edition

3rd Workshop
“Doing Businessin the Arab World”Athens - 21st March 2019

Bridging the GapConnecting Businesses
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